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To his NEICE, 


Drafi Elizabeth Bonneau. 5 


This WORK, -. 
| Campited from original Papers, 
By one of her own Sex, | 
and containing nothing contrary to 

RITIdion, Mon Alir v, or Drezxer, 
but 
e of inſpiring Sentiments of 
Pi TT, Dor r, and ViIxr us, 
. is preſented by Him 
who ſincerely wiſhes to ſee her 
_ YouTarur Mind 
tinctured with as few. 
FasH10NABLE FoLLiss: 
as may be: 
And, when Time ſhall have given- 
5 Maturity to her Judgement, . 
that 
"hoſe few may be baniſhed for ever,, 
to make room for the more. | 
1 .ANTIQUATEDs. 
but more 
RATIONAL. 
Notions of her 
MorazEx; 
and, like her,, 


ſee] and own their Foree; 
| long before” the 


HAND or Sicxwnxss 
Mall have wrote their 
VALUE. EET. 
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+ may not e to 4 
= vettiſe the Reatter, "that Kft = 
0 le Seretton, the you ing Lady, 

nd forms the principal Charac- 
ter in theſe Volumes, having been | 


A 


detected by ler Uncle, "Si r Ralph 
N  Strettons.. in carrying on a Love 
Alf air With an unworthy Object, f 
zs, by him,, hurried, down to his 1 
22 Seat, in order to put a - I 
Stop t all future, Interebüfſs 4 


e and, asg much CO 5 
in him lay, to bury, in-Retirs- 
ment, e Indiſeretion N his 

ESSE „ Niece; 
ene en. e 4 208 gt | 
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i Niece. A . is from therice, - 
EET recitnſhiices, 
= that wig 1 , * volatile, 4 the 

„ morkified Mibs Srrerion; writes to 
un zemiable Frignd.. che Lady 
Le ee henween hom. 
and bark rſelf, from. this Period, a 


orreſpondence is carried on by 
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* H! my dear Louiſe, A e 45 8 
; \ 3, my Barbarian of an Uncle 
1 mercilefsly trapaned me from - | 

„ World, and all its gay Delight? 
| F Vor. — e 5 5 Can | | 
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Fo I exiſtin Gloom and Mickie.” 
divert my Eyes with Viſta. upon Viſta, | 
 Green-houſe upon- Green houſe; woch. 
my Ears with the hideous Croaking 
of Rooks and Daves, or find Pleaſure 
in contemplating my own Shadow 
by Moon-lighsy Yet theſe Neceſſities | 
am I reduced to, maugre the Delicacy 
of my Education, my Tendre for dear 
Coquetry (as you ſlile my Love of 


Admiration) and a F ortune of thirty 
thouſand Pounds. F 


Lou muſt hare my Vexations—lI 


have a right to pour them forth with- | 


Apology—for have you not ſhared ; 
Satisfactions? And in Friendſhip, 


5 a in Matrimony, the good and bad 5 
| 7 ought to be equally divided. . ; ky 


Alas what rural Adventures ſhall % 


"os 1 bare t to relate, to ir induce Os to re- 


g 3 eve 
x — Y * 1 5 
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and the Hon. Miſs STerTToON. © 3 
lieve my Chagrin, by remitting me in 
return, the can "Occurrences of 
| ne dear "my Town? 
Vet, if not for my Anteil, ' 
at leaſt for my Subſiſtence, condeſ. 
cend to perform that humane, friendly” 
Part; for I can no longer live, than 
whilſt I receive the "DER" Intelli- 
| gence. e n 
2x "0 Fortune, Fortune, what 2 la- 
mentable froward Trick haſt thou now- 
played me! But I will be compof- 
ed — Patience and Reſignation are 
heavenly Virtues : But as I, my dear 
Louiſa, am a mere .earthly Being, are 
you ſure it will not be preſumptuous 
in me to attempt practiſing them? 
Oh that the Lot had fallen upon 
you ! your equal, moralizing Mind 
N not have ſhrunk at Solitude. 


B „ Lou 


4 Hiſory of Lach Louisa 'STROVD, 
Tr muſt be ſenſible I love you too 
well, notwithſtanding our Diſpoſitions 


* 


tion from you, without much Regret, 
though attended with a thouſand 
alleviating Circumſtances, But could, 
- Lhave remained in Landon, every Hour 
would have furniſhed me with the 
Means of Diſſipation; whereas, | in 
this obſcure Deſart, Horrors and Diſ- 
_ Pondence | alone can be the Portion 
A your once Wey, ſtill affectionate 
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are arrant Contraſts, to bear a Separa- ; 
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| nd 1. Hon. — * 


The Hon. Mi 100 . 7 
Lady LovisA STROUD. | 


- APOURED to Death; the 
'Y Sun's ſcorching Beams are in- 
W ; no Shelter, but gloomy 
Receſſes, that wear ſuch ſtriking So- 
lemnity, that I could rather conceive | 
. them to be Dormitories, than cool 
Retreats, | 


The Vitdagers are 490 ect Hot- 
tentots in nm 5 they overwhelm. | 
few: Evermore curt'ſying if you ap- 
_ proach them, and gaping at you; as: 
= . was a n when 1. 
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6 ine, of Lady 8 STROUD; 


| Then their Cheeks and clumſy 
F iſts are compoſed of ſuch, Cherry- 
coloured Materials, that I cannot be- 
hold them without aching Eyes, and 


heart: felt us. 


Barking C urs, lowing Herds, bleat- 
ing Sheep, and ſqualling Birds, are 
compound Sounds that; perpetually i in- . 
vade my grated Ears. Oh! how pre- 


ferable the Rattle of Coaches, and | 


>the delightfully varied Sounds: tha t 
the Ear at Operas, Routs, 
s, and dearer Maſquerades 
After all, Louiſa, it is a ſhocking Cir- 
cumſtance, for ſo active a Mind as 
your Friend poſſeſſes, to be caſt into 
this ſtill Life, this World of. Inani- 
expect to be ſeverely laſhed 5 
by your Pen, for my honeſt Dealing 


FHypocriſy, in this 1 Inſtance, 1 
am 


ſalute 
Drums, 


* 
11 15 — 


mates. 
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4 * 
| * 
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a the Hon. Mis STrzTTON, 7 
am well aſſured, . would have met 


With a good Reception from you; but 
oY cannot, ] I will not, fall from my In- 
 regrirj—my undiſguiſed Sentiments 
ſhall be committed to Paper—I, will 


not praftice Evil, that Good may « come 


bf ity ou "will puniſh x my Folly with 


7 7 61 


* light and gentle, but Diſimula. 
tion on: calls for an hervy, Hand. H 
: would! be pitied, my Loviſa, by ſuch 


z Heart as yours, bur I could not 


Bear to be deſpiſed. Adieu, my be- | 


dere 1 truly valuable F riend. 
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| fo. uneaſy upon ou. Alas! my Dear, 
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FAM Tir, Caroline, to ünd that 
your, t. to me, eligible Situation, fits 


the | F ault lies not in the Country, but 
your own. diffatisficd Imagin ation. 


1 Would not any one conclude, 185 


your. complaining, nay, half, frantig 


Epillles, that you wes, 0: this Jpnfure, 
the moſt injured ang moſt wretched of 


Women? 
Aſtoniſhing Circumſtance! that a 


x Peifon of real Merit and Underſtand- 
ing, can deſcend to play the giddy 


Triffler, and paint herſelf in the falſe 
be ka you have now done! 


. . ; 
* 8 l ; * 'B 
3 5 Ay * % - 4 * 1 — 4 , 
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© abi b Ah mm Sin TG - * 1 


kt ib welr Sr Ralph "Sivettolfs Elia 
meter is too effefually « eſtablihed, to 
be Hurt by his fighty. 1 incolliderate 
Neice.” ; 


' You ought t. to | bluſh, ( pardon me, | 
my Dear) when you recolle& the Ob- 
ligations you have received from him, 
at ever dipping your Pen in ſuch black 
1 Ingratitude as now lies before me. 
Flas he not reſcued you from a dimo- 
nourable Connexion, by the very Step 
that has opened your Mouth ſo outra- 
geouſly againſt him ? If you perſiſt i in 
ſuch unworthy Returns to this beſt of 
Men, I muſt” renounce your F riend- 
; this whatever it coſts ms. 7 1 
Tou do me Juſtice, when you u fup- . 2 
poſe. retired Scenes would not ſhock. -” 
or mortify me. I would, with Plea- 9 
* quit all the polite diſguſting. f 
5 5 "HP: 
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19 Hiſtry. f Lady Louisa STzoUD, 

H lurry of the great World, for ſome 
peaceful Retreat. 1 have natural 
Taſte for rural Scenes, -but am unwil- 8 
ngly detained i in Duſt and Confuſion 55 
yet, I vp ſo far a Philoſopher, as to 


ſuffer no Mprevuring Su n to 
ariſe} in my Heart. 2 


I poſſeſs many real 3 7 9 1 


F elicities. | Health, Proſperity and 


Reputation are not the leſs valu- 


Foe able. to. me, becauſe, I cannot. obtain. n 


my every. Win. onvenience, or 
N eceſſity, can render all Things tole- 


4 rable to 2 rational Mind. The Re- 


flection, that What does befall us, not. 


what our narrow Judgments, would 
chuſe, is the beſt for 7 US" takes. out the 
Sting of Diſappointment, and prevents 
. go 85, and blameable 


1" Woe? „ 
2 * # pe 7 


po 7 
* 
92 


oy : You. defeat, the p Purpoſe. N = your. 
 Vivacity, by ſuffering it to hurry you 
beyond due Bounds. What is more 
| engaging; than a lively Companion, ſo 


long as -Diſcretion 4 is kept within View ? ? 


- But if her C Converſation once 0 'cr-leaps | 


| that, amiable Barrier, it becomes a diſ- 
agrecable Jingle of mirthful Sounds, 


disgrateful to the Ear, and unenter- 


taining t to, the Min 3 


+ #711 NN % 


When you wduchiaſe to nf FRO S 
Reaſon, and can reſtrain your Attach: - 


ment to public Life, within the Limits 


of Moderation, I will comply. with 3 
F vour Requeſt, of amuſing. you wit zk 
the reigning Chit-chat of the To.W- . 


I mould gladly contribute, to your Eno 
ertainme dae u wh never conſent to 
ſeed your too s Paſſion for 
q thoughtleſs Gaiery, FORE a Iv 
| $3415 314008 B s — 
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del Ea your 1 Bee Follies, 1 
my not either take tlie Liberties 
| ou 1 now do, or cheriſh the fin- 
= by eaten my Heart feels for 3 you, 
I It'is'o wing to the latter, that To cann( ot 
ſupp 110 y Defig 5 of drawing. them 
„ out to 18 World i in as agreeable a 
Light as they appear to, me, 'notwith- 
_ ſanding the thick Miſt of Affectation 
1 to gather round them. 
Was L capable of che narrow Sentiment 
of rejoicing in the little Superiority 
3 > my ſerious Turn gives” me over my 
Friends with the reflecting Part of the 
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t remove the i8ting Veil of hey, 
e Worth," but rather'conittibrite 
id dafken the unfavourable” Shade? 


but the Eſteem I 3 as difd * 
N ” ” intereſted. 


World, I ſhould not be ſo induſtrious 


— 


b How: ADS Sein rres zu 
intereſted AS livelys/ and wiſhes : you 48 
many Vriends, 4 ou realty bare 1 
mirers. Den 0 W eee 
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I, Louisa STaobp, to the 


gh, 


Hon. My G STRETTON. | 


: * 
en 1 £3 4 


. TN . to foften the rough Treats 
ment 1 gave you in my 21 1 thug 
early reſume my Pen. . 

Tam certainly under the tnfideace 
of ſome hidden Spell, that I can nei- 
ther be fatisfied with your; F aults, ner 
bear to. chide you ou. for them. OW ant 

Thus a fond: Moth er, in the overs 
Howings of maternal Tenderneſs, firſt 

pPities, and then pardons the pretty 
Truant, before! her cor recting Voice 
Pa | 1 


* e ne che berg Im- 
1 pe en its little. Heart, che 
good Soul fincerely wiſhed ang. in- 
1 tended i it ſhould, . | 

op, my Caroline, bare 3 noble 
IP Nature Do not, 1 5 take an im- 
g HS Proper. Advantage. .of 4 d JU ur. ur. F riencke 
* Weakneſs, but ſuffer Ws late Advice 

do have its due Weight with you. 
Conſich or well. the Circumſtances of 


I * 2 JT 


Z | 141 7 8 722 ; 
W: your elent Fate, and, if your ſob 1 


rr . 2 
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1 Sentiments 7} 0 n not correſpond vith | 
1 mine, 13 in ret \ Bees all Pretenſi ons 
= to \Penetra ion for the future. PO 
| You, m Dear, are young, unſuſ⸗ 
| Bios and inexperienced but you [Ws 


mer take Torr favourite Poet's Wort | 
3 | 4 . . l | len 2 ip 


5 5 anbn>E Gov ko omutwol 
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Vice i a Man Ws ſuch : hideous 939 
e to be hated #1 72 + ly need be | Re 2. 
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_ Hon. Mile Error, 1. | 
And ks you x will cknoviFigs PPT: 4 


EY SS >» 


thoſe, who are en wich Au dy 
rity. over you, by the. Appointment of 
your deceaſed F ather, keeping bad 
Company, and encouraging a noto- 
rious Villain“ 3 Addreſſes, to be ach 
of them a ſtrong Species of Vice. 


What a terrible State would yo 
no have been in, if that wicked 
Wretch, Lord We Nu, had ſucceed- 
ed in his Deſigns againſt you? You 
know it was mere Matter of Plea- 
fantry, on your Part, until your 
Friends interfered. Then it was your 
Pride took Alarm, and prompted you. 
| to conceive your own Judgment to . 


ſuperior to that of your Relations. bays 


4: ws + 


What the ſoft e ee of your 


Lover aan not effect, your own i 


"4 


* 


tradiction: fuck ne ar ee 
Ff und ed would now” Babe 


4 


5 4 
* 


been on your Return from tying chat 
fart bete (which a prior! 2 


ive rendered invalid) had not your + 
. Kn& Guardian," Sit Ralpb, intercepted 
the Villain's laf AO), e 
. eee . wa: oF" v0 


x N e vour pretended 
F 5 Baſeneſs, had he en. 
gaged your | Affection 8. ho] would 
my Heart have been torn at your 
Sufferings? — Had his Perſon been 
pPleaſing, Bis Addreſs eaſy. and polite, 
or his Underſtanding. even of a com- 
mon Stamp, I might have trembled 
for your Repoſe; but, deficient, as I 


Know him to be, in every Accom- 


you to, countenance. him; Tab 
to conſent to be bis. 4 


4. 1 ot 16412 13 vi 


When you are at Leiſure, I mould 


be glad you would commit the Parti- 
culars of that dark Affair to Paper, 


for my Peruſal, as I am anxious for 
ſome extenuating Circumſtance for 
your Conduct. In the mean time, en- 
deavour to reconcile yourſelf to your 
| Reritement, until the Remembrance 
of this Error ef your Judgment "is 
overblown; vil anſwer for the 4 
natured Town, it will füffer Fe 
eirierge very ſoon, provided "forme hew 
Tale gets wind. It has no mialevo- 
lence againſt you in particular, but 
its Love of Scandat muſt be fed; 
cherefore, when another Prey vecuirs, 
ir will leave you 10 "recover ' "the Ap. 
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obation GE yötrelk and F richds,” as 
7 beſtimay Ih would n ot hear- 
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21 1 26 518 0% 7 15407 i, 
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1 Fase ſuch a Place? e e 


TY S260 02 SW WO; bs 4b: * 


= at- Goten b. kes I. 8 Thur: 1% viii 10 
| be Han. 225 SATT, e 
ry „Lach Louis STR 

ortet. Mt innen en eue 
VEs, my Dear Louiſa, I. can be 


; >... ſerious, very ſerious at your Re- 
5 1 Quel. Did 1. ever vel refund you 
I af Ef be : you aſked of met. DA 
4 our Reaſoning, your irreſiſtable 
. Beaſqning, has ſearched; the ,nmoſt 
_ of my Soul, and I am fallen 
into Contempt exen with wyſelfl. 
Why did o ſo ind uſly undet 
mine thoſe. Props of My Vivacity 
e and Self- Love? How poor a 
Fi _ 


and the Hen. . Sr CY 


Figure do T now make, ſtript of all ; 
my Self-conſequences? —T- hate my- 
ſelf, indeed, Louiſa, I hate myſelf, for 
the Folly I have practiſed. How 
= be fo infatuated, as to conceal 
from you. mx beloved, my jodicious 
Friend, the Entanglement in Which 
I had involved myſelf? Lou would 
have diſcovered. the facinating Clue; 
. and reſtored me to Reaſon, without the 
| Aſſiſtance of Sir Fade e clum- 
15 Paw. gig ai oor 1528 
. Heig- ho—you c cannot conceive e what 
a Penitent 1 am 1 am half inclined, 
to faſt—But do. you think T ſtand in 
need of deeper Mortification than 1 
have experienced? If you. do—why I 
believe—1 muſt take the Liberty of 


70 7413 


e your 8 inon. 
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oy What an ene even A? 
ble to your Definition, am Jof Right 
and Wrot g Etror and Perfection ? 
I with, my Dear, there was 2 Poſſibi- 
Fry" of ſifting off the Droſs. Now do 
not ſhake your wiſe Head ſtand 
rebuked. This Stile is got ſufficiently | 


 kimble=does not. run enough in the 

_ Penicentials—Pl1 try again. 
 Loxife, with what Reyerence do T kifs | 
the Rod though yo muſt ante 

ledge you have whipt me ſeverely. 


0 Loni ſa, 


3 Bur Weftbury--How ſhall I Lalit, of 


Him with Temper, who has ſeduced 


me from the Eden of your good Opi- 


mon, and incited me to pluck, by. 


dens of his pernicious Inſinustions, 


Fee 


8 


ww 


ple of Repentance | * PR: 
woe is me! work, far Wo YL 
tion than that ſame Gentle- 


woman 


and the Han. Miſe SR OW 2 
woman Mrs: Eve's.! She had a Parts 
ner, a Participator, .i in her humiliating 
Circumſtances— Her Adam never aban« 
\ Honed her, notwithflanding ſhe me 
I Or TOES: 
Ah, luckleſs Day | what Gepe 
what officious Admonitions haſt thou 
drawn upon my devoted Head? Tes, 
Louiſa, I am a Victim, a Victim to 
the Baronet's Rage; a Victim to his 
Wiſdom.. Am I not at an Hundred 
Miles Diſtance from dear London Boks 
Diſprove bur that one Aſertion, and 
I will ſubmit. to whatever Puniſhment 


aer pleaſe to inflict. 


4.0; 0 forgive, bear with, md 5 the 
Werke Weakneſs of your Caroline 
I take Shame to myſelf, for the Part 
I. have acted I deteſt, my late head- 

na R olly—1 e Weſtbury (whom 


I never. 
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„ Eheesyef Lady Lovtss Srxovp, 


ay 1 never loved) and moſt ſeverely” con · 
diemn myſelf. yet is my rattling Hu- 
mour ſo predominant, that I can give 


you no other Deſcription of the Snare 


I have avoided, than a ludicrous one. 


Have I not cauſe to rejoice, for 


| hav I not eſcaped? How can you, 
i my Dear, love ſo fantaſtical, ſo incon- 
ious. a Being, as I dens feel I 


am? It certainly is a very great | 


Reflection upon your W and _ 
* e 5 


But how dare I mention  Refle&i. 
lere Oh! I could: tear my braided 


Treſſes with MadneſsI muſt lay down 
my Pen, until my Seas kee 1s 
a lirtle ſubſided. . 


. veilig Morn. 


bo, Wbt Mouths hive: not been opened 


21 ny Conduct ? Hoy deſervedly 
have 


— 


Auch Hon: Miſs Sn How. 23 
have I not incurred their Cenſures Fl 


Ah there's the Sting; can a6thing 
extract it? | WT 1! 


* Baſe Wiſthury— — Loh aſſu 1 

Dear, I never bad the leaſt Affection 
for him But mall 1 acknowledge 1 
was ſo extravagantly ridiculous and 


abſurd, as to perſuade my ſelf, Love : 


FC * 


was a mere Plebeian Paſſion, far beneath 


the Conſideration or Suſceptibility of 
a Woman of my Rank? A Title, 
Independance, and a Sanction for in- 
diſcreet Gaiety, was all the Felicity I 
promiſed myſelf with Lord Weſtbury— 


unworthy Sentiments ! but I will not 


be ſo mean as to exculpate myſelf at the 
Expence of my Veracity— No: I was 


highly, nay, unpardonably to blame. 
. Good Lowiſa, good Sir Ralph, ang 
pious Loder en get this Error 


* 


— 


K 


— 


9. — Debian Sener 
cf my Youth 3 and bene: 


"I 245 r- : 


Oppoſition and TORY begone 3 


+ + *3F-Þ 


1 diſclaims, r for, 


eyer. Oh 4 or tome of 

Waters to waſh. away all Fre 
Remembrances But it will not be. 
Lou miſt, however, indulge me ſo, 
fai Fr to paſs. a ſeeming Oblivion upon 


$5 my! paſt ill Conduct —let the Memory 


Of it, my Dear, lie dormant - in your 
friendly Breaſt, unleſs the future ſhould 
exaſperate, inſtead: of ange, mat WOE: 
* Franſgroflion, JJ 
1 can make but a poor Wees 
mproper Acquaintance led me 
into at adious: Connection; the De- 
 firaction of that Connexion, you know, | 
ht me into the eee 1 


— 


not 


3 


4 


1 8 eee 25 
5 ehe bas Mn ek nos 1180 


ce Villaig—his 6 
1 Beleg A fy Perlon "ani 1 
vale} he bot 12 ion an a a. £ 


4 Ji WOT 11 BAR III 

Ph. in injured youhg "Woman, whole 
EA (£19133 not 
Virrue had drawn him into an in 


ereet Wr Marriage. 2 N es 


Wife—He mo int Muating, 1 was — | 
heving—He: A as bold, J was van 


He was haſe, I way imprudem—and 
good wal Raps was ny * hc | 


I hope, aby, 4 am now reſolved; to reap 


che Bebel of your ſenſible Admoni- Li 


tions. Lou have & ever been ty 7 candid; 
my "jlicious" Monitor 1 but e 
never more, as you love me, touch this 
diſcordant String, but kill the fatted 


Wx. I. 5 . | Calf, 


26. Hiſtory of Lady Lovisa STrovn, 
Calf, receive the Frodigal, a and make 
the beſt of her. 13 | 
Love me, love me till, my Late in 
Spite of all Impediment—Compaſio- 
nate my Follies, and, if poſlible, Feel 
pardon them. Adieu. 5 


The Hom. Mi "oy Wi ae ts 
Tach Lovisa STROUD. wh 


5 
4 


ou pity me, my Lowe, your 
| tender Nature muſt infallibly 
incline - you to pity your unhap- 
py. Friend. I therefore conjure you, 
by that Compaſſion with which: your 
gentle Breaſt is informed, to tell me 
what the Town is now doing. | 
gh: 4 | Wm | ' Why 


"and the Hon. Miſs SrRET TON. 27 
Why will you not revive my droop- 
ing Spirits, by ſome delectable Intelli- 
gence, and render me myſelf again? 
Alas! muſt the Remembrance of 
my Errors ever remain? unrelenting 
World! 1 do, indeed, bein to deſ- 
piſe you heartily. 11905 

When Fortune ſmiles, and F ame's 
unſullied Canopy indulgently preſerves 
one's Brow from all infectious Blaſts, 
then will each fluttering Belle and 
empty Fop ſimper and liſp one's 
Praiſe; but ſhould. the tainted Air, or 
a Miſhap, occaſion the fickle, hovering 
Phantom to drop, but for a Moment, 
one of its gay, out-ſpread Wings, the 
malignant Breath of Envy, Malice, 
and Uncharitableneſs burſts forth, ſwells 

into a Breeze, and terminates in a 
121 me How 
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2 Hiſaryof Lach Louisa Srroup, 


How do 1 lament that England is 
unfurniſhed with thoſe happy Inftitu- 


tions, Nunnerias ? O how delightful, in 
2 Fit of mortified Pride, and heartsfelt 


 Diſguſtz/to fly: for ever the ungrateful 
Face of Man, by throwing one's ſelf 
into ſuch a bliſsful Retreat! | 


But don't you think, my "ONS thoſe 
Nuns: muſt lead ſtrange Lives? No 


emerging! I never yet heard of an 
emerging Clauſe, in Favour of any 
ſhe, whoſe Mind might change. 


On Reflection, I renounce my former 
Opinion. Hideous Places! what! im- 
mured for Life? I die at the very 


Thoughts of ſuch a Sacrifice. 


Mercy on us! am I not as patient as 


- a Lamb? fuch an Alteration has one 
tedious Month wrought in my Diſpoſi- 


tion, that I can ſuffer a Neſt of ſenſe- 
3 5 3 


| and the Hon. M STRETTON. | 29 


leſs chirping Sparrows directly over 
my Drefſing- room Window. I fancy, 


Lomſa, I am deſtined for an old 
| Maid—an ugly Omen, this Tolerati- 
on of chirping. | 


Wel, T proteſt there is no reſi ting | 
chat furprizing Operation of Nature. 
The ſagacious Mother, my Dear, of 
the little feathered Tribe I juſt men. 
tioned, is inſtructing her young ones 
how to fly. Excellent Caution! aſto- 
niming Inſtinet! 1 re "ow 
become a Naturaliſt, Sn ins 


A. moſt delightful Day—what a five weer 
Walle would that Avenue be, if it was 
but ſituated in St James s Park? FTE 
Ws, © Richmond! how do F note regret *y 

Shades?” 


He” Don't 


30 Hiſtory of Lady Lovisa STROUD, 


Don't you perceive, my Dear, that 
I am perfectly ruralized ? — Admire 
- Birds, Shades, Canals, Woods ?—but, 
take Notice, I abhor Beaſts, 

: There goes Sir Ralph and his far 
Rib—On my Word, a moſt comely 
Couple! Not ſo faſt, good Sir, not 
fo faſt; you forget my Lady wears 
little Shoes, and is viſited with big 
- Corns. 


I verily ere we are caſt upon an 
uninhabited Part of the Globe — not a 
human Being have I ſet my Eyes on 
fince our Arrival. Methinks we ſhould 
breathe a freer Air, if we could but 
extend our Acquaintance a little. 
Ah! theſe vile Poets and Verſifiers, 

8 what a Picture have they drawn of the 
ſober Twilight, and ten thouſand 
| HEE Beauties 


und the Hon, Miſe STxzTTONn. 37 
Beauties that never had Exiſtence, but 
in their whimſical Brains? 

Twenty Guineas for a ruſtic Amour. 
No Gotbic Swains are here to capti- 
vate; no Brutiſh Squire to humanize, 
nor ſleek Chaplain to make a Butt of. O 
Sir Ralph, Sir Ralph, had you but fallen 
alone into this remote Pit, into which 
you have hauled me, with what heart- 


felt + 0070 ſhould. 1 F wo 


Türen? 


That 1 could but tranſmigrate into 
ſome Animal, bound for the Metropo- 
lis! a Carrier 3 Forſe, rather than fail. 
What an inceſſant Jingle ſhould I 
make with my Bells, out of the Joy of 


my Heart, from anticipating my 13 


proaching Happineſs ? "I 
Gs. 
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82 Hiſtayof Tuch Louisa STxous, 

Miſs S#re7ton,, won't vou walk fo 
Excuſe me, Sir Ralph e lee I [om 
induſtrious, _ , . -. 

A kind Invitation hee, do 
you think the good Souls are ambling ? 
Deven to a little Paddock, to view a 
nem born Calf! lm dear, dear Pem 
how infinitely am I indebted. to you, 
for . ſaving me. from ſuch: exquilite | 
Folly? 193 1 þigodt goihetelit 2 1181 

Incorrigible Girl! --- nay, do not 
frown. me ; from my Furpoſę-—I was | 

drawing, my. tedious Epiſtle to A Con- 
cluſion, when I intended to haye pro: 
miſed Amendment for the furyre, 

obtained Pardon for the preſent and 
| paſt, | and begged. you. 9 believe 
me capable of one ſteady. Sentiment— 


an unſhaken Affection for my dear 
Lauiſa. 1 — 


The 


. the Hen. an ** 33 
224: 

The Hen. 2000 . eee 

4 "CE 104 POM: 12 


Ai hi al io 


ur. my Dear, at che 
Abbey--much e Frolick- 
May: N 1 

Now, it amazes me, that my ana 
Uncle and Aunt, who, I muſt allow, 
haye ſeen a little of Life, ſhould apply 
the Epithet of human to this 8 
of Animals, 

The firſt 1 ſhall introduce to your 
Knowledge is, the Lady Mother; an n 
old, Uliterate, lean Woman, with A 
withered, F ace, but a youthful Heart. 
She minces in Converſation, ſhe minceg_ 
in walking, but at Table is a mere 
Cormorant, ; 


C5 | She 


34 Hiſtory of Lady Louis Srrovm; 

She affects much Taſte in the Choice 

ck her Cloathes; talks, with great Fami- 

_ == liarity, of polite Life; will dwell whole 

1 Hours upon the Execution ſhe did in 

. che Ring; and at Bel} Jize—Antiquated 

. Places! for, in truth, the has been a 

compleat forty — buried in Obli- 
vion. en e eee eee e eee 


The gallant Knight, literally the 
larger, if not the better Part of this 
Original, is an over. grown Piece of 

Mortality; his Hand he generouſiy 
beſtowed upon his choſen Help. mate. 
but his Heart retained its native and 

| infuperable Attachment to his Bot- 
dle 1 Hounds; tis” AﬀcAions 


e 


them, 1 | : 


Miſs, 


and the Hon. Miſt STRETTON, 35 


Nis, the eldeſt of their Hopes, is 
as tall as a May-pole, ungain and 
maſculine. She can climb a Tree with 
a Monkey-Dexterity, and baul as 
hoarſe and deep a Note as any Boat- 
Wain in Europe. In theſe two Particu- 
lars are compriſed her white Accom- 
pliſhments, | | 
But the Prime of the Flock is the 
Booby Heir, a ſturdy Youth of twenty, 
with brawny Fiſts, broad Shoulders 
and curling Locks. Herculess Club . 
would be nothing for him to weild. 
"By the way, he is commenced Lover. 
Can you e che e of his 
Flame? 5 
His Ideas and Behaviour are 9 


fimilar with Sir Fry's en. ; 
IF the ah _ to Laue. 


1 
wy 


Y 
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7 1 tc. 
Ik) here is, indeed, a decent Girl o 
fifteen, - a younger Daughter, — 
anſwers to the ſayage Appellation of 
Nell, whom I like well enough Tis 
Pity ſhe has not an. Opportunity of 
pending one Winter in Town, to 
cure lier of ſome unaccountable Ruſti- 
cities! She is not congenial With, the 
others, tis true, but is ſuch a lietle 
ahſurd Thing, 4s 28, to) be perpetually 
heightening, or! (more properly) g- 
gravating, the deep Dye of her 
Cheeks, by che Bluſh. of Innocence ge. 
I wiſhed, my Dear, for a gentle Flow 
of Company, und behold this, 2 
dation has broke in upon me! — 
My Averſian to this Wilderneſs is 
augmented, ſince theſe» Savages have 
emerged from theip, Deng,,,7 I, ha 


now. — all Patience—But in this, as 
. . og J + 
| - in 


uni n Hon; Ms Sr 37 
im all mortal Incidents, do but 
multiply, by my Diſſatisfaction, choſe 
Misfortunes that were before no 
leſs inevitable, than inſupportable. 
"I _ begin” to fink; Tou, that 
| upon due Reflection, if one was not 
incited to the Practice of Patience, as 
a Virtue, one ſhould be prompted to 
give into it as a Convenience. 5 


The old Proverb that ſays, a Penny 
ſaved is a Penny. got, implies, like- 
wiſe, that an Evil or an Affliction, 
borne with f ortitude, by preſery- 
ing the Mind ubſhaken in its Peace, 
is an additional Degree of Peace, 
acquired by that Mind. There is 
Happineſs in Proſpect, and Happineſs 
in Retroſpect; the former is, I am 
convinced, the moſt dener. but, 
IR Wi. nw | 1 am 
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wa 


the Hom. 11 0 bs to 
. Lovisa ws: * 


Bb 


| 'E . "Wy 2 Conſumpttion in 
"Vo our family, and Ae dwindled, 
in 1 ſhort Space of twenty · four 
Hours, into our native Littleneſs. - 
They are gone; returned te the 
Den of their Anceſtors, and, like a 
Shaft in the Air, have left no trace 
behind them Except, indeed, NelPs 
Docillity and Good Nature, which have 
made a kind of momentary ne 
upon my Heart. 

We were ſo early and ſaddenly EY 
prived of their ſweet Society, by Ro» 
gers (my bright Admirer) being 1 in- 
diſpoſed. Intemperance brought on a 


Surkeir, a Surfeit a F ever; the Fever 
x making 17 


40 Ha of Lach Louisa Srroup, 
making ſome little Alteration in his 
varacious. Appetite, filled the old 
People; with the moſt Alarming Ap- 
5 prehenſions for his Life; and, diſap- 
prtovnng f that abſkeinious Reßimen 
Sir! Nuph and a Covinm Apothocaty 
preſeribed, they conveyed him home, 
in order to be at Ace 0 _ 
hit their own ways 2 918 yo! 

> Theſ® People fine not an ns: 
ſtracted from a good Dinner; ner do 
th ( Y believe it pofſible rc exiſt 'four 
and twenty Hours,” without a omen 
Meals but enougk of 9 0 
Characters. n a 
Shall T never have one el E. 
| piltle from you ?—rio Scandal ſtirring! ; 
Is, then, this tin Life eontagious? 
Do not let me continue long in Saf. 


peice, nor attempt to ſtarve me into 
ol NED « Diſlike 


2 Diſlike far Courts and Courtiers. 
No, no, Laniſa, it is 1 
3 cloys. wt 5 gfe 1 
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Hon. . STRETTON. 


Air: emat lan 2 

I. dear provoking, gay Friend 

J vil not hereafter trouble e 
. fach,: all Leſſons as er have, of 


S oy; iy 


ate, received from me; 2 1 9 Time, 
and the Goodneſs of your own Under- 


8anding, ca | it Ko PS ddoubtagr 
but their; unit ted Force. vil Vork AR 
intjre; Reformation, in. thoſe fex, Re- 


# 7% 


peſts, . that 1 could vi FB rer 
ton F od IF * 2666 4 9111 
Wonne 1 1 1 will, 


4311 


I fs will, for once; 95 oe ' myſelf 
| worthy your beſt Gratinide. \ - 

1 have two Hiſtories for” you, pip- 
ing hot, from the Mint of Scandal— 
But I will not mortify your Curioſity, 
dy any prefacing of my own—there- 
fore take them in the very Terms this 
candid * Town deals them out. , 


+ $ 8 8 ; 2 * 


Colonel — remarkable, you 
know, for his Qegaiit Taſte an and p ite 
| "Behaviour; was taken off. by a Fever 
the very Day you Jeft Town: n. 

It was moſt notorious,” that he was 

; ls involved, as his pay was in- 
flüumclent to ſupport that genteel Life 
he was fo peculiatly addicted o. 
No footier did the News of * De. 
Piarture tranſpire, than a Friend of 
his Lady's conveyed her, moſt hu- 
br! 5 manely, 


and ibe Hon. Miſs STkxeTTON. 49 
| mas from thoſe mortify ing Scenes 
ſhe was appriſed would be the . 

of: that Incident. 

: Immediately the Houſe x was | Glled 
wah;  clamorous Duns, who ſeized 
on all they found upon the Premiſes, 
as their only Reſource, reſolving to 
make the. beſt af n e that re · 
maine. 

It St ban 2 
fine, agreeable, well-bred Girl, ſhould 
be placed with a Chamber Milliner; 
as an Aſſiſtant, her Board the only 
Gratuity required, as her Friends 
deemed it poſſible, for an ingenious 
Perſon to acquire a competent Know- 
ledge of a Buſineſs, that wholly de 
we e Fancy, from Obſervation: 

The mortified Girl ſeemingly com- 
pt with this Propoſal, | and was, ac- 
aal ws engl, 


* 


e 1 
condingly, toceined mas „ Woman, of 


happily for her, a Genile 
hadi viſited ad her Father's," + 
her Diſtreſs, andrew Situation, found 
Means tb convey a Letter to het, re- 
gletent wifi Profeffions - of Friendſhip 
| and 1&wve, 1 l 
mit him to reſcue her from the. Un! | 
| = ak; Gircumitences The wes umler, 
and gccęp 2M | 
and Pente 
1iAllvfed j hy che . denn 
n Eitſe, Plenty, and an  Exempti 

iam Dependance, the conſented to 8⁰ | 


1 | and entered [mtv 4 State of Guilt and 
| , 20 ayoid Being a reputable 
roman a LE TIER 


ting ſhe'wolld Per- 


olf with him, upon his own Terms, 7H, 


Inſtead 5 


pag 


— Hens Mig STR. as 
_ 2 Inſtead of) being, careſſed and er- 
tolled; for well doing and well me- 
fiting, ſhe has forfeited the Society of 
the good and virtuous. Licentiouſ- 
neſs; of every Speeles, muſt me en- 
gage in, however reluctant her Will; 
for thoſe that have renounced. their 
Virtue, have no Pretenſion to De- 
corum. They muſt | mix with the 
Refuſe of Mankind, the abandoned 
Libertine, and daring Praſtitute. The 
Laws, that redreſs the public Grie- 
vances, proſec ute them; nor have 
they a Hoine, or Property, that they 
are not liable to , cee e 
pe eg ere Nil 
Hor te 
A certain Mokleition; of Aiſtinguilh. | 
| "a Rank and Fortune, had, about 
| ſome twenty Years ago, an Intrigue 
ut with 


— 


dy Lovis A Srzxovs, 


BT a noble Lady, the Conſequences 
of which was, on her Part, a Divorce 
from her Huſband, and a Son and 


| br e by her Gallant. 


- Theſe two Infants were committed, 
iim distely on their Births, to the 


Care of a Brother and Siſter, People 


in narrow Circumſtances, Nog tole- 


___ genteel in Life, | 
The former had taken unto himſlf 


a Wife, the latter an Huſband; Steps 
that occaſionec 


dif- 


hem to bear 


ferent Names. 
** Wee Boy was the firſt het who 


was inſtantly conveyed. to the Houſe 
of Mr. Brereton, to be educated as his 
own Child, with an handſome Salary 
annexed, for its Proviſion and Sup- 


* 4 & * » \ | 
r i g 
N 7 5 2 


Miſs. made her Appearance the ſuc- 
ceeding Year, and was received by Mr. 
Brereton's Siſter, now Mrs. Frankton, 
upon the ſame Terms as the other 


little Stranger had. been op her m 


ther. act: To . 

 - The: innocent | Children were . 
infinite Care of, partly, perhaps, from 
a Principle of Tenderneſs, partly, 
from Self. Intereſt. It is certain, how- 


ever, the two Principles were fo 


blended, as not to be diinguiſhable 
by a common Obſerver. _ 

As the Habitations of theſe Relations 
were contiguous, the little: Prattlers 


_ were inſeparable, Their Wiſhes, their 


Inclinations, per̃fectly correſponded ; 
nor was other Conteſt known between 


them, than who ſhould oblige the 


moſt, 


Whenever 
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. Mees La onA Ales: 


Whenever then mtd wWäth other 


Phy-fellowa, their Attachment to each 


1 apy ate " Thei 


2 ney Favourite of the — | 


tugufta Frankrow s s cg "*covfiterianced | 


| hy Billy Brereton. hg 


As they eld in bes this 
wander Sympathy, this inſtinctive 
Affection, was ripened” into Love. 


A How coulct it enter their harmleſs _ 


Imaginations, | that ſuch ſoft Friend- 
ſhip, as: they were inſpired with, could 
prove deſtructive to their Peace? 
Brereton and Frankton were Names that 


threatened them with no Impediment 
to the moſt intimate Union: They, 


indeed, underſtood they were Re- 


lations, 


| „ | 4 
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_— but üüttle conceived how 
neat. 9 


An innate Model) taught them an 
unhappy Caution—So young to Love, 
they feared a Chiding, and, + OI; 
loved in Secret. Sp Fa 


Many pathetic Epiſtles were inter- 
changeably conveyed; many meaning 
Inadverteneies would have betrayed 
their tender Intercourſe, had not their 
ſeveral Protectors been ſunk i in a = 
ſtupid Inſenſibility. | | 

Behold the Ring 8 that was 
for ever to unite them !—Prepara- 
tions, ſuch” as they were able to 
make, effected the fatal Morn arrived | 
—when, by the moſt fortunate Ac- 


cident on Earth, the horrid Inceſt Was 
prevented. 


Vol. I. D 5 But 


go Hiſtory of LadyLovisa'StrovD, 
4 But ah! my Dear, they were ſaved 
from one Calamity, but to be plunged 
into another! the ſhocking Unravelling 
of their dark Story has embittered all 
their Days! | . 
What, 1 have not the FP 
thors of their Exiſtence to charge 
themſelves with? _ How do the In- 
nocent, in this Inſtance, ſuffer for the 
Guilty? | MIS AR Fo, \ 
"Adultery! do you not. fart. at, «the | 
bare Mention of it? but how muſt 
you tremble at Inceſt ? ? and yet, I 
fear, ſuch Inceſts are daily practiced. | 
How does the abandoned Woman 
heap Sins upon her Head, ſufficient 
to cruſh. her to Atoms, who, ſuffers 
herſelf to be overcome by Lewdneſs 
and Inteniperance ? e 5 


1 
\ th a 
/ 


- 
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But 


aud the How: ls Sen . 
But I will leave you to comment 
upon theſe genuine Tales that cir- 

culate in this good Ss with 

many” Aggravations. 

That you, my dear F lend, may 
ever enjoy the unſpeakable F elicity 
of an untainted Heart, iS the ſincere 

Wiſh = - 

7 


: Thar ny 1 


Lov I SA. 5 


MT: The 
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The Hon. 1 8 79 
Lach Lovisa PTRODD... 


E have had A ian extraordi- 
"OY nary Viſitor, my Louiſa; a gay, 
well-bred, facetious young Gentle- 
man. Do you not ſuſpect my fooliſh 
Heart of ſome certain Paſpitations ? 
Upon my Honour, if you do, * do 
me Injuſtice. 
No; notwithſtanding he dances 
and fings moſt inimitably, is Maſter 
of eight thouſand Pounds a Year, and 
has fix of the handſomeſt long Tails 
imaginable, to draw his elegant 
Vis-à- vis, yet is my, once weak, Heart 
proof againſt him. 

You are ſorry for it !—nay, | Louiſa, 


 -— ſome unworthy. Prepoſſeſſion — I 
LE: muſt 
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muſt laugh in your demure honeſt 
Face : You think of WWeftbury—Weary | 


me not ' with your late renounced 


Whins—I tell you, you are wide 


from the Mark. If you muſt be ler 
into the Secret (but I fear you will 
conclude I am turned Methodiſt) he 


is —0 horrid to relate! he is, * 


Dear, an Atheiſt. 


I thank. I was never ſo aicgulted in 


my whole Life—ſo' unnatural a Cha- 


_ rafter ! Why, Louiſa, he is worſe than 


the worſt Inhabjtant of the infernal 


Regions; for, are we not told, That 


the very Devils 2 and trem- 
ble ? dle 


He has profeſſed himſelf my 1 

mirer, and pays his Court, by endea- 
vouting to perſuade me, that Fam a 
mere gaudy Inſect, that flutters for a 
h D 3 Seaſon, 


— — 


786 Elemar Lat Lon STROUD, 


Seaſon, and then am to dwindle 1 into 
my native Duſt. bt 108 


1 
— 


Theſe are e PT am in no Dan- 
ger of ſwallowing. What! after all 
the Value I have entertained. for 
myſelf, to conſent to rank with my 
Lap- dog? abſurds as daring, Infinua- 
tion! | | 


And was this thinking Particle 
communicated to my Breaſt, only to 
inform me, * ann * be : 
my Fate? 


O thou Alnichey Being, 450 "nap 
parently preſides over all thy glorious 
Works, vouchſafe to ſteel my Heart 
againſt this moſt pernicious, groveling 
Principle; enlarge my narrow Under- 
ſtanding, and bleſs my Lips with ſuch 
Eloquence, as may enable me humbly 


and the Hon, Miſs STRETTON. 55 
to aſſert thy Entity, and triumph over 
my hardened Opponent! 4 
I am ſhocked, I am terrified at 

having the leaſt Connexion with ſuch 
a Wretch; his very Breath is contagi- 
on---Yet is his Form engaging, and, 
upon any other ſubject, I could liſten 
to him from Morn to Noon, from 
Noon to dewy — a Summer's 
Day. | | ? 
2 The great Qualifications: he poſ- 
ſeſſes render him infinitly more dan- 
gerous, than if his diabolical Majeſty 
had retained a leſs pleaſing Advo- 

cCate. i 1 | 

But would you believe i it? He has 
the conſummate Aſſurance to affirm, 
that his Sentiments are ſo far from 
ſingular, that they are correſpondent 
with the received, and openly avowed, 
e D 1 Opinion 


— 
SK: wy WW 


- 4 Hiſtory 0 1 Lovisa Wood, 


Opinion of many of the firſt Nobility. 
I confeſs myſelf unequal to the con- 
futing the whole of his bold Aſſer - 
tions, from my Giddineſs and Inatten- 
tions; but I can take upon me to ſay,” 
that I never, before, met with a Man, 
that had ſo far ſhaken off the Ap- 
pearance of Decency, as to profeſs him- 
ſelf, publickly, to be an Unbeliever. 
Join with me, my Dear, in wiſhing- 
I may live 20 fee him aſhamed ri his 
N Error. Bar MI TS509T 251190 
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LadyLovisa STROUD. / 


AK 7 good Letter this, my Zouiſa 
—two pretty Romantic Tales" 
I. ami ſtudying a poetical Garb for 
them, and have already compoſed a 
Brace of Couplets. Don't you think 
there is Matter for a moſt delectable 


Ballad? 


Tou expect me to comment upon | 
them—is it my Talent ?—Bchold an 
AI paar 'Þ 


Our original pa were rn P 
in Paradiſe, to enjoy every Felicity 
that can pleaſe the Senſe, without 
the leaſt Allay— their Minds were in 
perfect Uniſon — no jarring Inclinz- 
; tions, no Oppoſition to each other's 
5 D 5 Will, 


58 Hiſtory of Lach Louisa Srxoup, 


Will, did they ever experience, until 
the evil-one infuſed the deſtructive 
Venom into the liſtening Ear of our 
common Mother — She then firſt 
erred, but, as it were, involunta- 
At once, within her gentle Breaſt, 
was ſtruck, from Self. ſufficiency, that 
N of fell Diſcord and Unhappi- 
neſs, ycleped Obſtinacy. She would 
8 en gad her ſober Huſband, with 
2 Mildneſs, truly exemplary, endea- 
vours to diſſuade her, by repreſenting. 
many Dangers to which ſhe, ſingle, 
would be expoſed. But Pride had F 
ſtopt her Ears to every Voice, ſave 
her o.] | Self-will---She ' rambles, 5 
| becomes curious, next diſobedient, 
and then is irreparably 1 undone,” mm 
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In rueful Plight ſhe backward flies 
to the late bliſsful Bower, informs 
her bettet-Half of her foul Crime. 

He is ſhocked, laments, but ſoon 
he, alſo," feels a ſtrong Deſire to be- 
come wiſe. Shall his Wife have the 
Superiority in Knowledge? no; ; he, 
therefore, wittingly, partakes of that 
Guilt into which ſhe had been furpri- P 
ſed by the arch Fiend. 


Had Tranſgreſſion reſted with FI | 
oxiginal Sin had never had F oundation, 


nor we been the Heirs of Tribulation" 
and the TS. © 7 oi 


r 


Fact, Sey incurred the Puniſhment 


of a living Neath, being . 
baniſhed Elyſium; | | 


They then fell to mutual Wrang⸗ 
bags and Reproachings; and, in ſhort, 
=_ 0 


6 Hibory of Lot Levizz:Sraoun, 


it ſtrikes n my frolick Fancy, that an in- 
ſuperable Spirit of Enmity, Deceit and 
Revenge was, at that fatal Period. 
| ſown i in. the Heart of that lordly Crea- 
ture Man, againſt; us weak, frail; 
Beings, which has been tranſmitted, 
from Generation to Generation, to 
that ruining Species; er why do we 
ſee that, inſtead of protecting us, tliey 
ſeduce, perſecute and deſtroy? That 
this horrid, vindictive Practice is 
carried on, under the ſpecious Appear- 
ance of loving us (pray, my Dear, 
obſerve) is moſt true: Les, Louiſa, 
their barbarous. Schemes againſt. our 
Peace and Reputation, are the Pro- 
duce of their Love Ah l let them 
tell us, aw how they- would. eat 
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12 Poſſeſſion of Vouth, 4 


Friends, Reputation, Happineſs, ſhould: 


one of... theſe deſtructive Creatures 


come to you, and ſay, 1 love you. t 
ſuck! ai Degree, that! I wilt deprive 


7 of every - Bleſting you enjoy; I 
will entail upon your future Days 


(which, in che Courſe of Nature, may 


W and Remorſe; 


be many) deep 


I vill occaſion Four. Beauty 7e decay, 
by your inceſſant Fears, if not blaſt 


it by Diſeaſe; I will render you odi- 


ous. and contemptible in che Eyes 


of your Friends; I wit give your Re- 


putation an irreparable Wound; and, 


inſtead, of Happineſs and Affluence, 


you ſhall experience wretched Pover-- 


ty, Hunger, Oppreſſion, Cold, In- 


args: mn all theſe dire Evils and 


Calamities 


a Hiſtory of Lach Louis STROUD, 
Calamities will 1 bring upon you, 
merely becauſe you are the Object of 
Dear, ſearch for that Villain's Cloven- 
foot, Who could addreſs you in ſuch 
Terms, in order to * him his _— 
| Per Appellation? 175 
Annihilation „u . indeed, be a 
deſirable Termination of ſuch a 
Wretch's Life — Ah! my Loulſa, 
whence: comes it, that theſe Men, our 
Brothers and our Friends, As ofiginal- - 
y intended, have thus ſteeled e | 
Hearts againſt us ? 51 $17 2 Jo 
I wiſh: our Legiſlators would take 
this gentleman- like Crime of Se- 
duction into their Conſideration, for 
the Benefit and Advantage not only 
0 the. nnn but Ages yet 


ils 1 
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unborn. Can theſe Beings, in whom 
the Power is inveſted, or rather by; 

whom it is aſſumed, of eſtabliſhing 
Laws, ſalutary for moſt Purpoſes, be 
unmindful of this glaring Calamity? 
Can they, for the Sake of ſome 
private Indulgence to themſelves, or, 
perhaps, their more wealthy Neigh- 
bour, ſuffer a Practice ſo fatal in its 
Conſequence, to eſcape ws ſevereſt 
Puniſhment? | | 

Can theſe People reflect, a chen 
owe their Exiſtence to the F emale Part | 
of the Creation? That a Female is, F 
their Siſter, Daughter, Wife, and yet 
leave the Sex expoſed to the baſeſt 1 
Artifices Man' 8 Invention is capa- 


ble DEE .... 
I am. obliged to ROY off 7. an 


Hour o or - but I will have another * 
| Claw | 


. Piforuf iy kau Stor, 
Choathing — am ſenlibie my Re. 
flections are wandered wide fron * 
Tale that gave Riſe to them chere 
may be many imworthy ones of our 
Se- but we are not che Seducers to 
Evil, until we have been firſt vitiared 
ys Sednation. 9 3908 | 


mln Fg Eleven che. 
Is it not a mortifying Refle&ion, 
my Louiſe, tliat Cuſtom: and Law 
Mall Haraſs/ a poor Thief to Death 
that Breach of Truſt ſhall be deemed 
a Villainy of 2 deep Dye—and that the 
baſe seducer of card ſhall live 
with Anpunity ? 
O horrid! How i it. e my Blood, 
only to think upon the complicated | 
on Man is guilty of? (have 1 


not 


, 


aud the Hon. Miſs StxETTON. 65: 


not Reaſon to ſpeak feelingly:?) Does 


he ſee an innocent, pretty Creature of _ 


fifteen, his own ' illegitimate child, 
perhaps; does he hear ſhe is an 
Orphan, has none elfe but the Friend 
ſhe lives with to ſhew her any Kind- 
neſs, or afford her a Proviſton and Pro- 
tection?— the Mark of Prey is in- 
fantly ſer. upon her—ſhe ſhall: be 
undone: In Sickneſs this Friend 
would have permitted her to repoſe. 
her'drooping Head upun ber Bofom- 
Ain Affliction, would have fympa- 
thiſed with her, and conſoled her 
in Pbverty have dealt out to her, 
with. a liberal Hand, the neceſſary” 
Supports of Lift -und theſe goo: 
Offices ſhe is prompted to perform 
for her, from compaſſionate Benevo- 
lenee, —or, perhaps, having attended 
to 


5 6 Hiſtory of Lady Lovisk STROUD, 


to her infant Prattle, and now believ- 
vg her deſerving. Nai 08.990 965 
But ſhe is about: to "Po JR of 
theſe Bleſſings—ſhe gets a Lover— 
Who infinuates himſelf into her Favour, 
by the niceſt Arts. allures her from 
her Friend: and quite deſtroys her 
Her pillow, . then, in Sickneſs, or in 
Sorrow, muſt be a hard Board- unleſs 5 
ſhe can, by Fees, ſoften the rugged 
Nature of thoſe Harpies, into whoſe 
Hands ſhe: muſt - inevitably: fall---ſhe 
at laſt dies wüpifad—u8 alle had long 
: lived unloved. Fg 2910-7 
I am quite eee 
deteſtable Sex---indeed, * 1 — 
never more ä 047 
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ns the Hon * STRETTON. * 


The "Haw, _ ao; to- 
Lady Lovrsa STROUD. 


Fg 


7 Haye picked. up a Companion, my 
Dear—I think the Country, like 
Death, levels all Diſtinctions—ſhe i is 
unacquainted with the Beaux Monde 
— perfect Novice —her Age Eigh- 
teen. | 


Her faded Cheek, and een 
Sighs,. beſpeak her unhappy. 1 wiſh, 
ſome. Fellow has not been cruelly 
buſy in deſtroying. her Repoſe could 
ſhe but haye peruſed my laſt Letter--- 
what a charming Leſſon would the | 
have acquired ? ſhe has the Air of a 
Magdalen---and yet I like her. We 
ſhall- have many Rambles together, 
unleſs the redoubtable Sir Ralph | 
$1034 | ſhould 


66 Hiſtory of _ — S2RouD, 


3 ſhould interdict them. She boards 


© with the Parſon and his Wife -u very 
. good Kind of old Couple He is pious 
and Spouſy can make Salves and 

Hyſteric Water. : Lam in high Re- 
putation with them, for regarding 
our late Viſitor with an _ of Con. 


ef 


_—_ 
"Sir Raub begins to have PR Con- 5. 


1 fidence in me---I ſmell a Plot---ah! 

Good Sir, if vou treat me ſo, T am 
ruined H- there is no reſiſting fuck ge- 
nerotis "Arguments — Had you but 


dealt with me thus, ſome Time 280. 
you had ſpared me---but, foft---I .. = 


nt 


not. repeat Grieyances. 


24 * * 


Here is Lay 838 1 be 
pleaſed to walk ?---ſhe- is ready to 


end rel muſk railly her on her 
demure 


and the Hon. Miſs STRET Tow. 
demure Countenance. -I come, I 
come. only give me Leave to Lock 
vp my Papers. 
O, my Friend, ſuch a Walk! ſuch 
2 Diſcovery — Am quite Out of 
Breath ſo agitated, I know not when 
I ſhall recover myſelf---I think I never 
will be curious again---alas!. I have 
of Uncaſineſs . Oh, theſe Vipers! 
theſe Men! I certainly wrote my 
laſt Letter under ſome uncommon In- 
fiuence---it was a prophetic Satire 
I ſhall. burſt with Reſentment---pgor 
Tetitia How could I, ſo unfeelingly 


bear upon yau, as to render à Dif- 


ces unavoidable ? I bluſh at my own 


__ Temerity---buc I was unſuſpicious 


Pray Judge: * my. Dear —1 own' 
10 | am 


* 


70 Hiſtoryoff Lady Lovisa STroOuD, 
am ſelf. acquitted as 1 had not che 
leaſt Intention to diſtreſs her. 
As we were traverſing a Lawn— 
beautiful, perhaps---but it had no 
Beauties for me=--I, with my uſual 
Giddineſs, attacked my poor Com- 
> -panjon---as thus Such traces of Me- 
lancholy muſt have a Source---ſhould 
detect her, when ſhe was leaſt aware 
of me · her Confeſſion would give her 
a Merit with me, ſhe was far from 
imagining- and a thouſand more 
ſuch cutting Innuendos did I unthink- 
ingly pour forth ---I fear I have 
-heedleſsly given Pain to many a 
5 worthy Heart. We had, | by this Time, 
attained the Verge of a Canal, at the 

Extremity of the Park, a long which 
are diſperſed many rural Seats. The 
ha wounded, - trembling, mortified 
| Girl 


and the Hon. Miſs STRETTON. 71 
Girl, haſtily fat down upon one of 
them, and, burſting into Tears, 
almoſt parſed 4 me * An 
ment. 
Being ſomewhat 3 ſhe claſp- 
ed her Hands together, and, with the 
extremeſt Earneſtneſs, beſought me 
not to deſpiſe her. I was unable to 
ſpeak—I am—I am —heſitated ſhe— 
a poor, fallen, wretched Creature— 
but I hope you will admit the Artifi- 
ces by which I have been ſeduced, 
as ſome ſmall Extenuation of my 
Guilt. 
By an ene Impulſe, I feathd 
my ſelf by the afflicted Penitent, and. 
taking Ong of her Hands, endeayour ed 
to ſooth herinto Compoſure How un- 
W 1 was to have cha can open 
ft 0 2309398 . v3: her 


her alf. healed Wounds, T am viable 


to expreſs. 2 ILSST - "4 


It was ſome Time dence he eva 
To far recover herſelf, as to render her 
Voice articulate at Length My 


| Story, Madam, is very conciſe—but, 


nevertheleſs, contains much Guilt, and 


. an Infinity of Sorrow. I had the Miſ- 


Fortune to loſe my Father in my 


fixteenthi Tear, and was invited by 
2 Friend of his, during: my "Mourning, 


to accompany his Lady and Children 
40 their Country-Seat. The three 
eldeſt Ladies were my Superiors in 


Age; for, Madam, this Baronec Was 


the F ather of cleven Daughters. 
My Fertune Was  confiderahly 


leffoned by the Death of my dear 


Parent, and my Mother, naturally 


fond of Gaiety, accepted of this Invi- 


tation 


'  and- the Hon: Mit SthetTON.. 14 
tation of me with uncommon Appro- 85 
bation; flattering herſelf, I believe, 
with the vain Expectation of my 
obtaining a rural Huſband—I will 
confeſs, the Journey was undertaken 
with childiſh Rapture on my Part, gs 
travelling was a Pleaſure was _— 
tomed'to enjoy. 

I had been but a ſhort Time! in the 
Country before this Gentleman, this 

Father of a Family, under whoſe Pro- 
| tection I then was, made me many 
inconſiderable Preſents; and inſinua- 
ting, that his Lady was rather of an 
avaritious Diſpoſition, engaged me, 

for Peace-ſake, not to mention them. 
I looked upon him as my beſt Friend, 
amoſt reverenced him for his Kind- 
neſs, and too eaſily and fatally com- 
plied with this firſt unworthy Propo- 

Vol. I. 3 ſal, 


%. 


. 74 Hiſtory of Lady Lovrsa STROUD, 


ſal, for it proved the Nock of 15 


Deſtruction. 
He ſoon afterwards took an Oppor- 


tunity of depoſiting ten, then twenty 


Guineas in- my Hands, ſaying, Letty, 
you ſhall be my Banker—ſee that - 
you do me Juſtice, When he had 


betrayed me into this ſecond Impro- 
| priety, he made it his Buſineſs to 


engage me to play deep; and, upon 

my declining it, as unbecoming my 
Character and Circumſtances, as well 
as diſagreable to my Inclination, 
he would whiſper, that, ſurely a Man 


had a Right to do what he pleaſed 


with his own—that I ſhould win or 
loſe upon Bis Account could I make 
any Objection to that? I intirely 
dilapproved theſe Proceedings, not · 
_ vithBanding : 


1 
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withſtanding” I could as ſoon have 
ſuſpected my own me as as 0 | 
Honour. | | 

My Life had bean a teen one: 1 
knew but little of Mankind, nor did ; 
ſuch a Conception ever enter my 
Heart, as a Deſign of the horrid Na- 
ture he was plotting againſt me. 

He was too quick of Apprehenſion 
not to perceive my Chagrin and Diſ- 
ſatisfaction, and artfully avoided. every 4 
Opportunity of ſpeaking to me alone, | 
to prevent my reſtoring his Money, 
and eſcaping the Snare he had formed 
for my Entanglement. Ph 

So ſoon as he was well aſſured * 
had, by various Stratagems, drained 
my Purſe, he engaged his Wife and 
eldeſt Daughters to dine with a Per- 
"= of Diſtinctian in the Neighbour- 

2.5 hood, 


16 Hiftory of Lach Loursx SraGvp, 
' k6od, to whoſe [Houſe I had never ac- 
 eompanied them. 1 little imigiried 
he intended to return Home, and was 
highly pleaſed at having ſome Hours 
to myſelf, which 1 determined ts 
employ” in writing to my Mother, for 
the ſame Sum 1 had involuntarily 
_ diſpoſed of, the Property | of * 
Baronet. 

Whilſt 1 was in my on Room, 
talking this Intention, the Coach re- 
| turned, into which this deep Deſigner 
packed the young Fry, as he called 
His little Children, and ſent them three 
Miles for an Airing. 


He then came into my Apartment, 
without the leaſt previous Notice, and 
had the Temerity to lock the Door 


after him. 


I aroſe , 


aud the Hon. Miſs STREeTON; 77 
I aroſe in much Terror and Con- 
fuſion be addreſſed me with Eaſe 
and Politeneſs.—You ſeem ſurprifed, 
Letty, at my Behaviour—but I have 
| ſomething of Importance to ſay ta 
you. -I will not treſpaſs upon your 
Patience, Madam, faid the weeping | 
Girl, —He had the Cruelty, at length, 
to demand the Money he had intruſt- 
ed me with— referred him to my 
Mother or Guardians; be damn'd. 
them all—then half foothing, half 
menacing, inſiſted upon a Satisfacti- 
on and, partly by Compulſion, partly 
through my Fear, Shame and Con- 
fuſion, he obtained his wicked, inhu- 
man Purpoſe, 
I would not interrupt the lde ; 
Happineſs his Family enjoyed, by my 
— Complaints — m own 
| . Fplly, 


38 MHiſtoryof Lady Louisa STROVD, 


Folly, Weakneſs, and Imprudence, 
were the Source of my Miſconduct 
and 'Miſery---therefore, to avoid his 
Brutality, I wrote a circumſtantial 
Account of my ruined State to the 
Family I am now with, intreated them 
to apply to my Guardians for Remit- 
tances as a Boarder, and to receive, 
and pity me. They granted my Re- 
queſt, in its moſt extenſive Senſe, are 
as tender and indulgent to me as if 
I was their own Child, nor do they 
ever, even by a Look, ſeem to re- 
member my _ Calamity---but, Oh! 
Madam, I can never forget it !---nor 
could impoſe myſelf upon you, for 
ought than I really am. If you can 
admi t ſuch a wretched Being to your 
Friendſhip, examine my future Con- 
duct with the utmoſt Circumſpection; 
29 - | and 


. 


and the Hon: Miſs STRETTON., 79 
and ſhould youeverdiſcover the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of the Wanton in it, expoſe, 
and caſt me off. The 

I know my Louiſa pities her—what 
is now become of my Vivacity ?— 
it will not ſupport me---I muſt wr 
a 6. 


* 


bal p Lab Loon sue 


The Hom. Mi eh boy 
| Tach Lovisa STROVD. n 


\ BE. you xxcavered, m Don 
> from. the ſoft Sorrow I brayght 


upon your Heart, by my late Relz- 
tion ?—T love her unfeignedly—we 


% 


1 ſhall be inſeperable—my Virtue 1s 


not ſo outrageous, as to deſpiſe a 
fallen Innocent—noz in me ſhe ſhall 
find a conſtant Friend. Poor ZLetitia/— 

I will ſooth your melancholy Hours, 
and temper my Flightineſs, with a 
- little of your Grief.—I wiſh I . 
leſſen the Weight of it! 

I die for freſh Intelligences "OR 
the World. Cruel Creature, to ſuffer. 
three Poſts to elapſe without writing 


Naur W are like Letters from 
the 


the Living to the Deac for am 1 
not literally buried alive? N 
Ah! the dear, dear Mall! I fear 
I ſhall never more tread: that delight- 
full Path—It is not in the Power of 
Abſence to wean my Mind from 
its wonted Attachments — Solitude re- 


quires a ſtill Pulſe, pure Conſcience, F 


and a total Exemption from Vanizy 
and Ambition. O how I envy you; 
Louiſa, your — 1 gh— 


Breezes with! I deteſt al 2 i 
Perfumes, except Muſx, Burgomot, 
and ſo forth. How” preferable” the 
Proſpect of dear buſy: London to this 
Spot of Inanimates! Unhappy. Letitia 
yours are, indeed, Misfortunes. How 
dare I wu fa] will not indulge 

* W 


D, eg of Misfortunes. r 


\ 82 Hiftoryof Lach Louisa STROUD, 
that deep, gloomy Thought—have you 
Jubilees this Summer? O for a Maſk, 
a Dommine, an attendant. Peer; and 
Ranelagh Gardens But have you re- 
nounced your Pen, Louiſa?—ah! Hea- 
vens forbid. Then would your Caro- 
ine be truly miſerable.— Audacious, 
baſe, deſigning Villain — not expoſe 
bim? —1 ſhould have torn his Eyes 
out, and publiſhed my Wrongs from 
Pole to- Pole — And fo have invited In. 
ſults from the narrow- minded! ?— no; 
that would have been as misjudging as 
3 eyer am — I am a thouſand Times 
more culpable than this poor Girl — 
1 that was within an Ace- O my God! 
what a bleſſed Deliverance ?—If ever I 
believe, or truſt, ; OT approve Man 
| more, 5 think I hall deſerve the 


16% 
— 


8 N 5 R fy 


ond the Hon. Miſs u rr EN 83 


Ah ! you deliberate Murderer, you. 
what, you are plotting Conqueſts, 
I ween ho is your Cap ſet at now? 
that I could but rival you hat t Joy, . 
what heart-felt Satisfaction? | 
How wandering and mutable dp 
Imagination ?—I am, indeed, à frail; 
frail Being—it is well for 'me I am 
not under the ſame wretched Circum- 
ſtances with poor Letitia. 

How cruel it is, that the Generality 
of our Sex, inſtead of ſheltering a 
diſtreſſed, undone Creature, from the 
killing Blaſts of Cenſure and Malevo- 
lence, are afraid to come near her, 
hun her as they would the poiſoned 
Adder, and condemn her, without Feel- 
ing or Humanity! Should we not con- 
ſider, that were our Conditions equally 
unhappy and friendleſs, with that ſame 
Es. unfor⸗- 


84 Hiftery of Lady Louisa Suagup, 
ortunate one, we are. for running 
: down to. Sorrow, if not to the Grave 
that we ſhould be for prejudiging ſome 
humane Far in our Favour, or, per- 
haps, be tempted; to impoſe ourſelves 
upon the unſuſpicious in a falſe Cha- 
racter? Letitia's Ingenuity is a great 
Merit in my Eyes - but I muſt caution. 
her againſt being ſo unguarded to 
others of her Sex, who, without Com- 
pliment to myſelf, are. leſs generous 
and compaſſionate. No Situation up- 
an Earth is a. nice and critical, as 
common Friendſhips, held by a no leſs 
uncertain Tenour, than the next Breath 
can blaſt. But are theſe ſenſitive 
Plants true Friends, my Lauiſa? ought 
we td fall from our Fidelity, becauſe 
| arne has withdrawn her Smiles ?— 
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aud the Heu. Die SWN Nn. By. 
You, who deal in Refinements, e 
me theſe Queſtiags.. . , | 
What are thoſe F riendſhips one a 
retain by directing one Steps accord- 
ing to their narrow Conceptions of 
Right and Wrong ?. and who, ſhould 
qne's. erring Feet ſtumble, would wit- 
lingly aſſiſt in puſhing one down the 
Precipice, and then inſultingly give 
one this cold Salutation; Aye, tis 
good enough for you, I long foreſaw 
what your Pride and: Oy would 
bring you to 
My Head aches—-1 am ame 
with myſelf, and all: the World, 
cept my Lale, and. on frown 
Magdalen, - 


The 


The Hon. Miß. be to 
Aten 309 
' Lach Louzsa Ae. 
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gregation of Friends? Not even the 
great Drummond could have vied with 
you, in either Eloeution or Sentiment 
—Now have I ſomething to lament ;— 
I would: you had been of the Frater- 
nity !—Well, but you approve my Can- 
dour for Letitia,—that's'a good Girl— 
you find I can act properly ſometimes, 
and, what is much more extraordi- 


nary, you can ſometimes acknowledge 


"at I do,—Severe —1 confeſs it.— 
but 


| 85 1 e n n 


SERMONT a Seitnent * 
4 teſt ! What a Pity it is, Louiſa, 
that you was not bred a Quaker? how- 
would you have harangued the Con- 


— 


And the' Hon Miſs SrxETrow. 65 
but you muſt allow it to be juſt—But 
1 forgot —ſtran ge News, Louiſa—1 am 
changed in my Humour — perfectly 
metamorphoſed—am grown fond of 


the Country, with all its late neglected 


Beauties — can admire the warbling 
Nightingale —in a word, my Eyes and 
Ears are opened —paſſing ſtrange |— 
I have met with an odd Adventure 
a Man —a Dog—a Gun —a green Field 
I know not what to think !—it- can- 
not ſure be Love Hit does not prey 
upon, but plays about, my Heart five 
Guineas for another Sight! mon- 
ſtrous my Wager has conjured up 
a Sprite !—there is the ſocial Sir Ralph 
ſhewing him his intended Improve- 
ments in the Garden—how ſhall I be- 
have: II am confuſed —fluttered— 
ſur- 


* 


E Hier of Lat 23 


ſurpriſed. I'll join them No, in- 


deed, I won't ſtir —unleſs I am ſent 
op if they can, be ſatisfied without 
my Company —it is very well - can be 
eaſy without theirs—I am ſent for 
I beg your Pardon, my Dear—l muſt. 

_— 9 N 


1. 222 Meru. 
A reſtleſs Night—diflaci sfied Morn- 


tag — what can this mean? — over- 


looked ? —neglected? not one Com- 
Pliment ?—O the agreeable Savage! 
'This young Gentleman, my Louiſa, 


Foſter, the late Lord Mayor. He = 


had a polite, liberal Education, but 
has ſeen very little of Life, nor does 


he appear to have much Curioſity, It 
„ is 


and the Han: Miſe STazorON. 8g 
CY _— ie nn be 
mortified. 

_ How W Lum is — to rife 0 
late this Morning I am glad ſhe can 
| ſleep fo contentedly—I am fare 1 have 
not cloſed my Eyes the whole Night— 
I hope Sir Ralph will not be ſo abſurd, 


as to entertain this Youth with my 
Hiſtory — if he ſhould —Stretton Park 


ſhall not long retain me —I will — © 


elope.— ls it E natural Diſpoſition, 
Louiſa, to be captious -I think not— 
nor entertaining, T believe, have I any 
Pretenſions to. — How I deſpiſe my- 

ſelf, for one Line of this curious 
Epiſtle ? — Poor Letitia! — peaceful 
and uninterrupted may your Slum- 
bers ever be — you ill deſerve the 
Fate you have incurred, — Alas! 
| how 


+ - 
4 
C re 
* * 
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bow deſpicable is the human Heart? 
— incapable of adhering for any 
Time to what is juſt or 'amiable—but 
I cannot reflect — forgive me, my be- 
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Lady Lovisa STROUD, to the 
Hon. Miſe STRBT'TON, . 


TNdeed my lively, my much loved 

Caroline, I not only forgive, but | 
am highly pleaſed with, the Incohe- 
rence of your laſt Letter. | 
The Symptoms ſeem to threaten a 
a violent Attatchment to this young 
Foſter —what | Advantages may you 
not derive from this common, this 
tender Impreſſion ?—You have never 
yet truly loved. I ſhall judge of your 
_ admired Swain's Merits by the Effect 
your newly conceived - Paſſion - has 
upon your Taſte and Diſpoſition. -You 
will inſenſibly adopt his Manners and 
Expreſſions—conſequently, if he does 
but poſſeſs a right Way of thinking, 1 


. 92 HMiftoryof LaiyLoviea Srrovp, 


| ſhall ſincerely congratulate you upon 

your Acquaintance with him. 
But, my Dear, you have not told me 
how that Acquaintance commenced— 
you wander from your Subject —leav- 
ing broken | Sentences alone to fignify 
your” Meaning. How haye you flut- 
tered about the Torch of Love with- 
out ever once ſinging your Wings? I 
ſhould like much to behold the Man 
capable of fixing your, hitherto, un- 
ſteady. Fancy—what Charm has he ad- 
miniſtered ? I fear he is a Magician 
* bas he not already, by your own 
n, transformed you ? 


I amighad-you'correfted yourſelf, for 
the narrow Reflection your Petulancy 
indueed you to caſt upon poor Letitia 
Abundant Cauſe has the, indeed, to 
1 Authot of ker Miſery, when 


Tet . + even 


* 


even the common Refreſhment of wea- 
ried Nature, if indulged beyond the 
fickle Perlod that Caprice may awaken 
another, ſhall be imputed to her as a 
Tranſgreſſion] Ah, Caroline, it is not 
merely the Crimes we do commit, 
that we thall be judged for have we 
had the ſame evil Inclinations in our 
Hearts, as in thoſe of our Neighbours, 
and have we been reſtrained from the 
Gratification of them, merely from the 
Conſideration of the. World's Cenſure, 
or to eſcape the World's Law, will be 
the dreadful Queſtion at the laſt Tri- 
bunal—and as this nice Determination 
can alone be made by the Supreme 
Searcher of Hearts, we ought to wait 
in ſilent Humility for that great Day, 
when all Diſguiſes will be ſtript off 


» 


0 
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| and the moſt hidden Iniquity be as 
clear as the Sun. ; 
With reſpe& to Letitia, if we ney. 
truſt Appearances, ſhe is literally an 
injured Innocent—betrayed, no leſs by. | 
her Inexperience, than the Villain's 
cruel Artifices. Happy is it for thoſe 
Females, who enjoy the warm Shelter 
of a maternal Roof! Youth and Beauty 
are, in general, the greateſt of Miſ- 
fortunes; as the one impels us to In- 
diſcretions and Follies, the other ex- 
poſes us to Dangers and Temptations. 
Alt is a copious Subject, my Dear, 
and I could with Pleaſure expatiate 
upon it for Hours, but as you are an 
Enemy to Seriouſneſs, (unleſs you 
yourſelf happen to fall into it) Iwill 
ſet ſome kind of Bounds to my 
xreachi J Inclination. 
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We ſhould, indeed, pity thoſe that 
have erred, and from the Error of their 
Ways, draw a Leſſon of Self- inſtrue- 


tion, to preſerve our Feet from ſtray- 


ing.— This, and this only, is the Uſe 
we ought to make of our Neighbour's 
Infirmites; nor ſhould they be ever ei- 


ther mentioned or remembered by us, 


but for this good Purpoſe. Not that 
I would be underſtood, that we ſhould 
have connexion with, or countenance 


the Wicked, who perſiſt in their 


Wickedneſs; no; it is the laſt Thing I 


would recommend—neither Reaſon nor 
Charity requires it. But ſuch a fallen 


—repenting—unhappy Creature as the 
one you now have it in your Power to 


ſpeak. Comfort to, has an undoubted 


Claim to our tendereſt Regard. Ah! 


hom little of generous Friendſhip 
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would ſhe enjoy; if ker unförtunate 


Circuinſtances © were Known te the 


World? Netwithtanding which Severi- 


2 Brute, the Monſter that occaſion- 


dete in bor ey Conduct 5 


3 the Character of a virtubus 


Woman as to: fmile upon the notorious 
Enemy of her Se. What preſerves 


her from falling into his Toils ?—Het 


Situation her being out of his Reach 


or, perhaps, her not having ſufficient 
Charms to exeite him to attempt her 
Seduction. The Men, my Dear, bad 


as they are, have one Merit ſuperior to 
us they are faithful to each other's 
Cauſe—they will defend each other if 
aſperſed, and if they cannot 1ntirely 
exculpate their accuſed Brother, they 
will tell you, by way of Extenvation, 
bf robe ; 8 rhat 


* 
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that, to their Knowledge, he is a ; very | 


honeſt Fellow in every other Reſpect, 
and thoroughly good- natured—in o- 
ther Words, that he is not a Pick- 


Pocket nor would break a Woman's 


Limbg-+-but for her Heart or Reputa- 


tion —the more he can wound —_ 


as happier he is. 

We, on the other Hand, ſo ben As 
4 Breath of Suſpicion begins to 
tranſpire, bear full upon the Scent, 


and ſhould we be thrown out, we have 


amongſt us ſome ſo malicious, that, 


like Blood-hounds, | ſhall drive he un- 


happy from her Cover, and compel 
her to fly before the whole Pack, un- 
til ſhe is unable to proceed farther, 


then * and ſinks never to > riſe 


Again. : | 
ao; > 50: os, aden 19 
, | t, 
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O, my Louiſa, let and I be Ex- 
ceptions to this inhuman, unnatural 
Rule—let the Cauſe of our Sex be 
our Cauſe.— What! ſhall we aſſiſt the 
already too powerful Deſtroyer, and 
adopt it as an unerring Principle, to 
countenance the bold, the audacious Vil- 
lain, that has deprived a Siſter Female 
of her Virtue, or her Peace For 
there are a ſet of harmleſs Creatures, 
that indulge their Vanity, in only en- 
gaging a young Girk s Aﬀections, and 
then leaving her to be preyed upon by 
the cruel Worm of Diſcontent. (May 
it never be my Fate, or that of my 
dear Friend, to encounter ſuch Bar- 
barians) This is a Refinement, a Deli- 
cacy of Vice, unknown to vulgar 
Minds—they can have no Conception · 


of the Eclat ariſing from being diſtin- 
guiſhed 
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guiſhed by the charmin g Appellation 
of the Dear Inconſtant—the Agreeable 
Rattle the Inſenſible, &c. &c. all 
which are, in my Opinion, the moſt 
contemptible "Titles this n can 
beſtow, | 
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The — " N 3 ro 
. Lovisa ARNOLD. 


Ar Four, Wi "RE 1s: a 
tall Youth, genteel and eaſy in 


his Mien and Addreſs—is juſt turned 
three-and-twenty, and has ſpent 
five Years at the Univerſity—He is 
agreeably negligent in his Perſon— 
Negligence is, indeed, his Fault—per- 
haps his CharaCteriſtic—he carries that, 
and that only, to a diſpleaſing Extre- 
mity.— Now 1 recolle&, he is rather 
too ſerious—and religious alſo—Odd 
that !—thinks much of Mortality—a 
future Day of Retribution—in ſhort, 
is the exact Contraſt of our profligate 
Viſitarit —He has a moſt delightful 


_—_— Eyey-pb, they have too 
much 
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much Indifference' in them, or they would 
be the fineſt in the World |—There are 
a a Set of Mortals, Iam told, on this Ball 
of Earth, that will not allow Women 
to have Souls. — The Hottentots |— 
how I admire their, Wiſdom Now I 
am ſo whimſical, as to fancy Horatia 
has never an Heart—no accounting for 
theſe Fancies—if he- ſhould die within 
my Knowledge and Reach, I will make 
Intereſt to have him diſſected. —] am 
convinced he is not made of common 
Materials —no Suſceptibility!—aſto- 
niſhing !—yet, I can aſſure you, I am 
much improved, fince I came into the 
Country — my Complexion, incon- 
teſtably evinces the Advantage of So- 
lar, Hours—to ſay nothing of the 
Luſtre - O' my Conſcience, I queſtion 
whether this Inſenſible knows if I have 
3. Eyes 
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Eyes or not — he regards their 
Spaxkling with leſs Emotion than he 
would contemplate the Evening Star 
— Nay, I dare believe, he would give 
the Preference to the latter.— Ah 
me that ever I ſhould have lived to 
fee this Day! I fear it is a Judgment 
upon me, for having treated theſe Mat- 
ters ſo ludicrouſly,-I now find, to 
my Sorrow, that it is dangerous play- 
ing with Edge Tools—I am not like 
Achilles, invulnerable---though he, my 
Dear, was not without his mortal 
| Part. 
8 How did I become acquainted with | 
him?—T hardly know myſelf, —I fancy 
he was dropt from the Clouds—on 
Purpoſe to—to torment me. 

I was one Day traverſing the F ields, 


when getting over an high, aukward 
Stile, 


v 1 OE” K 
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Stile, I perceived a beautiful Spaniel 
poſted. by a Gun—I was much ſur- 
prized—had ſome Thoughts of retiring 
but Curioſity, my Louiſa, impelled 
my Steps I was upon a little Riſing, 
that rather projected had it been 

near the Sea, I imagine the Learned 

would have called it a Promontory— 

but what are the Learned or Promon- 
tories to me? I advanced a few Paces, 
when, lo—it was very Romantic— 
there lay Horatia Foſter—ſtretched | 
out—in—a profound Sleep,—l intend- 
ed to have tript by, without diſturb- 
ing him—1 t is well for me, however, 
that I was not under the ſame Inter- 
diction with Lot's Wife, —I had ſurely 
been a Pillar of Salt, Louiſa—if look- 
ing back had incurred that Penalty. 
My Feet and Head were never more 
5 . ſtrongly 


- 
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ſtrongly at Variance—I viewed—and | 
reviewed him—upon my Honour he 
was a fine Figure f nowT ſtop'd now. 
I gazed—now he awaked—aroſe— 
and then addreſſed me with great 
| Politeneſs—obſerved my Return Home 
knew Sir Ralph of old—renewed 

e Acquaintance and here we now 
have him upon a Viſit. 

What horrible long Letters does 
one Subject or other induce me to 
write 2—1 ll ſet the Man down, how- 
ever, for the preſent and take him 
up hereafter Adieu, my loved Louiſa. 
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pponar 14 | is allowed to bea very 
pretty Fellow even by the de- 
mure Letitia—She bluſhes—looks down 
—on my Word 1 wiſh—but I will not 
wrong: her—ſhe cannot mean to rival 
me?—O for a Declaration in my 
Favour I have a N otion, ' Louiſa, 
he is tongue-tyed—great Neglect 
his Nurſe much to blame —ah, no, 
that is not the Caſe—he can ſpeak 
upon every Subject but the tender 
one I am inclined to liſten to. on 
His Shyneſs bars every F elicity.— 
Why will he not let one flirt it a little 
with him? how delightful—to teaze 
to fret to make him happy! Lam 
N 1711 :- _ 
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Py 


become vapouriſh — ſplenetic—petu- 
lant—poor Jenny has an ill Time of it. 
—hard that—how tyrannical to torment 
a worthy Heart, merely becauſe the 
Situation of its Poſſeſſor is depen- 


dat t ?—nay, that very Dependance up- 


5 on one, the Preſumption, the Source 


— deſpicable 
Practice]! I will, Louiſa, correct theſe 


blameable Diſpofitions—Zoratia, has 


them r not — ſees them in me, perhaps 


and deſpiſes my Narrowneſs of Soul— 
mortifying Thought! but I will be 
perfectly reformed. His Servants ido- 


lize him ſo humane ſo conſiderate 
remembers . Fellow- creatures Spirits 
of Men cannqt brook Slavery are in- 
titled to Happineſs receive a little Bit 
of uſeleſs Droſs—and i in Return de- 
vote 
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vote their whole Time and Abilities 
to their Maſter and Miſtreſſes Service. 
Excellent Principles! — worthy young 
Man ! — how amiable is Benevolence 
and Humanity ?—The Scales are fallen 
from my giddy Eyes ſee Things in 
their true Colours—and wiſh I was 
_ poſſeſſed of ſuch an Heart—as my 
Loulſe's 1325 h 


A 


10 aue abend 
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1 FOULDI I had never beheld! this 
Manor that he would be- 
hold me with an Eye of Favour and 
- pprobation !— He certainly deſpiſes 
me — Sir Ralph has betrayed me 
I am confident of it, my Dear. 
Judge, judge, if otherwiſe I ſhould 
be ſhunned by a young Fellow !—am 
I then ſo deteſtable ? 
Tn the Garden—if he happens to 
perceive my Approach—he inſtantly 
ſtrikes into another Walk—his Eyes 
never meet mine — he does not addreſs 
me in Converſation — my Taſte, my 
Opinion i is of no Conſequence to him, 
3 does he not treat this Le- 
| titia 
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titiain.theſame cold Manner ? but no; 
- ſhe is the Object of his Attention and 
Regard—pray Heaven I may not be 
ſo baſe as to expoſe her Secret hat 
would that avail. me render me odi- 
ous to myſelf to him — and all the 
World How deeply would his Com- 
paſſion be engaged? dangerous At- 
tachment !—too- OY bordering: * | 
a ſofter Inclination. 

But could he be 10 antenne 
Pity me, my Dear—my Heart is mean 
— ungenerous — cowardly —and re- 
vengeful—but it ſhall not long remain 
ſo—lI will either ſubdue; its Rate 
or periſh in the Attempt: 1) - rw 

How: * . „ lr and Renin at 
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Uncontrouled, when an Infant — un- 
controulable at a more mature Period. 
O what, miſtaken Fondneſs? — what 
cruel Indulgence ?*— Can it be ex- 
pected, that a froward, perverſe Will, 
unaccuſtomed to Oppoſition in its ear- 
lieſt, weakeſt Operations, ſhould im- 
plicitly ſubmit,- when it is ſtrong and 
confirmed? Cuſtom is allowed to be 
ſecond Nature; conſequently, the ty- 
rannical Child will never — a net 
Woman. Son Len; 
What unavailing RefleQions and 
e ?---nothing can now reſtore 
my Peace, but a TE and RES Va- 
luable Company. oh 
- How do all my "_ Fe fail 
me ?---my Spirits droop-Vanity has 
Joſt its Charm—I know not the Feli- 
city of interior Satisfactions— I haue 
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no hidden Store there no grateful 
Reſource—in this my Hour of Need 
Horatia's retired Hours are calm and 
ferene—his | Heart does not reproach 
him with any unrepentedFault!—O my 
Louiſa—how poor, how wretched are 
the giddy gay, when overtaken by ei- 
ther Sickneſs, old Age, or Diſap- 
pointment?— What is become of my 
ſprightly Humour, my uninterrupt- 
ed Propenſity to Mirth and Ridicule? 
—fled—alas ! for ever nor do I re- 
tain ought of my former Self — but 
my unabated Affection for my dear 
Louiſa. | ; 


41 
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Lay Does erabeb. to the 
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AL AS! Poor Caroline! andis it, 
1410 at laft, taken in a Snare ?—bear 
it heroically—for your own Sake— 
the more you flounce, my Dear,—the 
more you will be entangled. | 
mighty Lovei—this, is indeed a 
Triumph !—Lead her in Chains of 
Adamant, to deter future Ages from 
daring to incur thine Ire. 

But, does not your Glaſs deceive 
you ?—are you really as agreeable, as 
when we parted ?---ah, no---this heavy 
| Chagrin you have contracted, cannot 
have brightened your Countenancez-- 
if you do not guard againſt it in due 
: Time---Fretful will be wrote upon your 

a i or — 
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 Forcheatd---and then, Admirers all 
 godd-bye to you. Thus do we, Hu- 
man Beings, in every Inſtance, defeat 
our own Pu rpoſes---you ſcare Horatia, 
and then blame him for flying YOU, -==- 
Love has proved an happy Mirror to 
you- - he wn you your real, undiſguiſed 
Self, in juſter Colours, than even the 
Pen of your hardy Friend durſt have 
done. -] rejoice---I exceedingly re · 
joice, in the downfal of your Vanity. 
and if I could believe you ſufficiently 
| humbled, would ſpeak a Word Los 
Comfort to you. TOI. 

I can eſpy a Ray of Hope f for you, 
my Dear,---overlooked, I find, by your 
careleſs or haſty Eye Depend upon 
it, this Man diflikes you not- the 
Marks are ſtrong upon him you are nor 
or arrived to that! Degree of Imper- 
2 5 fection | 
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fection—as to be avoided— that Iam 


5 very clear in—If Sir Ralph has, ac- 


cording to your Conjectures, menti- 


oned your Adventure with We 


you maß pe aſſured he concealed every 


unfavourable Circumſtance relative to 


you.—Indeed, if your Swain is what 


you deſcribe him, your Story would 


poſſibly give Riſe to ſome Doubts. and 


Apprehenſions, inſt parable to true De- 
hcacy—he may fear there is ſome re- 


maining Traces of Affection in your 
Breaſt—1 would not wound you 


but this Affair may actually prove a 


Stumbling-Block to his Approbation 
of you.— Was I a Man—1 am per- 
ſuaded— nothing leſs than an imire, un- 
divided Heart, would content me—1 
do not wonder, in the leaſt, at their 
Nicety in this Reſpect—Levity is too 
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. and the living Embers 
of a former Paſſion too ede, not to 
ſhock a Lover. 270 "tre ins 
If Horatia is worth the W or- 
der to win him— do you at all Times 
appear unreſerved and undeſigning — 
If Chance ſhould introduce your late 
unworthy Admirer, mention him with- 
out Warmth—let your Expreſſions 
be diſpaſſionate—yeri imply both Hor- 
_ ror and Contempt touch with extreme 
Nicety upon your early Time of Life 
your Inexperience - the Misfortune of 
having contracted an improper Ac- 
quaintance—your Girliſh Views—Li- 
berty and a Title—how much you are 
aſtoniſhed now at your Error, and At- 
tachment to ſuch. Shadows—Things 
merely ideal. —Profeſs great Gratitude 
for Sir . Interpoſition---ſinil at 

your 
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1 _ Reluctance to viſiting the Coun- 
paint your Abhorrence of it with 
Eaſe and Humour—and, my Life for 
It, you ſucceed. | 
O, my Dr that ws would det be 
wiſe—at others Expence ! what An- 
guiſh—what Remorſe ſhould wy ef- 
cape ? One wrong Step is productive 
of twenty unpleaſing Events. — But 
if we cannot be every thing we would 
wiſh, we muſt be content with being 
the beſt we can. As for Letitia, do not 
harbour one unkind Thought of her. 
She, who the other Day diſcovered ſo 
much Ingenuouſneſs in her Nature, 
that you yourſelf admired and ap- 
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proved her, muſt be incapable of 
= Forming any Deſigns, that ought to 
| F "0 her in 12 75 good Opinion, lacy 
| 2 5 Did 
= 


- 
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Did che feel the ſame Sentiments for 
Horatia that he has inſpired you with 
Anxiety and Confuſion would be⸗ 
tray chem. —expoſed as'ſhe is to you, 
and ſenſible, as her late Behaviour 
proves ſhe is, of her unhappy Condi- 
tion, ſhe would fly his Converſation, 
and your penetrating Eyes. 

The ſoft Compoſure . you mention, 


ariſes from a different Sou rce—eafily 


accounted for: by a delicate Mind 
Oh encourage the Smile of Peace that 
over-ſpreads her Face—which your 
Kindneſs alone, perhaps, gives Riſe to. 
Loet her partake your tender Secret— 
ſhe well deſerves your Confidence, who 
has ſo far confided in you—ſhe will 
eſteem the Truſt as a grateful Token 
. that F riendſhip you profeſs for her. 
Publiſh 


—— —— — 


— — Ä 


Publiſh her Miſery to the world 
J could never love fo. cruel and vin⸗ 
diftive a Spirit Continue fill my Ca- 
roline,. and you will command my beſt 
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H 1222) =— hone. unfit am 1 for 
Scenes of Tribulation! ? 0 Lou- 


FR fuch a Calamity—could my Tears 


but waſh it away—1 would en 
them —_ 1 

Every Self. care is now öde 
the lovely, the unhappy Letitia how 


ſhall I tell you ? — but ſhe is — my 


God !—with Child What a Morning 


have we ſpent ?—the poor Girl will 


certainly break her Heart—what can 
be done to ſave her from Fa In- 
famy? ET: 


I would accompany boy to ſome 
| Retreat — but Sir . Conſent 
| would 


he Aa 
a 43 
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would be neceſſary. — He muſt not 
know particulars—you cannot but al- 
low, amongſt all his good Qualities--- 
= Senſibility of ＋ enderneſs i is not one 
nor is he gifted with a retentive Fa · 
=. culty—all he Knows, he will blab./ = : 
3 Have you no Device ?—can you 
| not aſſiſt our du | Inventions ?—Pretty, 3 
| injured, "worthy Creature? —if Half 
my Fortune could reſtore thy Virtue, 
how gladly, would 1 beſtow it upon 
thee ! # 
In Love ? ? Pe Ee this a Sea. 
fon for ſoft Paſſions this a Time for i 
regarding Man with Approbation ?- — 
1 no; I abjure the Sex. pg 
What will become of me, wp? 1 
am deprived of my only Compa- 
nion?—what will ſhe not ſuffer in her 
NE" —_— A Mo- 


ther? 2— 
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* — Good Heavens — my 
Loniſa, fave her, fave. her from the 
World's Malice Find out ſome 
kind Aſylum, where ſhe may repoſe 
her afflicted Head—at leaſt e ä 
 pity-feeling Mortals 

Is not this an irreſiſtible . 
uon our Humanity? It is not in »y 
Power to fulfil the De ſire of my 


* 


, Heart—are you not my ſecond 
Self? Can I not depend upon your 


Care — your Kindneſs ?—Give 2 
. Inftance of that Affection I 


never yet had reaſon to doubt — and | 
which i is, and ever will be returned, 


Ec in an, adequate Degree, by W 


Caroline. | 
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o o 1d not, Caroline, have 3 
poſed a more welcome Na. 
moms me, chan that of ſoftening, 
Dome "Meaſure, the Severity” of 4 
unn s Fate. Yes ; my Houſe 
5 mall be Mer Aſylum—in me the . 
| | mall find a tender and K 
Ptiend. 
Duty, as well as Ancdtises, 
4ncites me to take ker under my Pro- 
tection—for, is it not our Duty to 
| protect the weak and unhappy ß? 
My Mather will not return from 
Batb, till after Chriſtmas : ; therefore, 
with me, ſhe can be accommodated 
in Eyery neceſſary Reſpect.— She ſhall 
5 * 


* — 


833 


= ; RP 
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be as retired as ſhe pfleaſes and 
ſnall paſs amongſt our Servants, - for 
the Widow of an Hier, who, Was 


killed abroad. - 


Tou bow, 5 3 being 


| viſited is far fram-my Taſte---I pre- 


fer the Converſation of one ſenſible, 


Ceremony of the Polite World. She 
will not. put me, in the leaſt, out of 


my road---let her not, then, continue 
in the Country, until her Condition 


may get Air -Suſpicions are not eaſily 
removed---Enyy-and:Malevolence w will 


render them immortal. a 
Aſſure her I am. Prepared to love--- 


to pity to ſympathize with her. In 


my Opinion ſhe is an unhappy Victim 


of complicated Villany---intitled to 


tie utmoſt Candour and Compaſ- 
a hn 


— 


ſmoere Companion, to the empty 


0 


* 0 
* I * * 
o * - * 6 * 
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ſion. Suffer not her Spirits to be 
1 depteſſed- The WII of Heaven . 
| not to be diſputed. . 
| Ill have not been fo much affected 

1 at any thing, I may truly ſay, in my 
_=_—: Whole Life. I ſhall impatiently ex. 
pect her, and to her Account will 
refer you, of the Reception ſhe meets 
with, and of the . ag with 
which I d n Commands. r 
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the 25. "TY $TRETTON, to 
Lach Lovisa STROUD. 


6 o are the very Cave 1 took 
3 you for---I have long been ac- | 
qua ain ted with 8 25 amiable Qual: 


frag 


: * 


The patient Vufſerer returns you 
her beſt Thanks for your humane 
- Conſideration of her—extol!s you 
* © «inceſſantly, and ſays—if her Cir- 
J a cumſtances could admit of Alle via- 
the F riendſhip and Candour 
of two ſuch Ladies would not fail to 
have a happy Effect.-But, added ſhe, | 
- alas! Madam, my Afflictions are -of + 
ſuch a Nature, that neither Time, 

nor the moſt heart-felt Repentance, | 
pay ESO... can 


if 


ſevere judging Woridl. The tender, 
helpleſs Innocent, continued ſhe, 


whom I ſhalt be the wretehed In- 


ſtrument of drawing out to Exiſtence, 


126 e % Doris Srüun 
can mitigate them in the Eye of he. 


will wound me but. the deeper. r- ba 


o Ah me! ſhould it be of che fanie 
- unfortunate Sex "with myſelf, what 


: | dreadful Jonny boos ch it entail 3 


upon me? 

"To adviſed . ber to be werter. 
leſt ſuch violent Agitations, ſhould + 
injure her Health: —0 chat the A 
mighty may be fo gracious as to take 
the an 0 bam to Eaſe. 2 


; Sorrows! 


* 


, 


What to N TY mean e 


5 | Mothers) is the greateſt” of” Setdefte. 


- tions; will be to her an unk cal 
44 Son of her Misfrtunes.— 
. Bs 


1 


* 


=” un Hom, MiſeSroxprox; | 123 
Melanchohy * truly melancholy, in- 
nk is her Fate l. 


I believe, Heratia thinks we are 


a ce Faces. ſi hing —affeek- 
ing Privacy it muſt have an odd Ap- 


pearance On my Word, the Man 


| loaks, ſmall; upon it I hope his In- 


: difference will be mortified. 


- Your. Diſpoſition and his, 118 | 


e 


; that Circumſtance for my * 


on of him for ſuch is my Eſteem 
For. my Eriend, that I muſt infallibly 


* approve. every Reſemblance of. her 
7 am drouſy, Louiſa—I. will take a 
Furn in the Garden Letitia's Af. 


| firs totally” difpirit. me I cannot 


2 3 88 "og for my 


* 


5 126 ane Ti 55 bee, 2 


4 * 
yo | 5 1 


*  . * . 


* 
3 by 


Nr da en One &Clock.. 
Ahl my Dear, my ace Fran 
I have News! great News for vu 


Horatia loves me —is not inſenſible 


knows I have Eyes —a Chin--Fore: . | 


head—and all handſome A Letter 


from himſelf 186 communicaicd: the 


: 'T he Stile, "indeed. is rather too 


ſtiff but Sincerity, my Dear, you 
| Know, is. not fo t degaghe ; 


as Compliment. / wet 


Paſſing 0 e Gothic Wind- «A 


ings, that lead'to the more Gothic Gar- 74 

den, one of Sir Ralph's 22 oocmen ; 4 
approached. me with a Letter 
For me, James? 5 by an involuntary | 
oe holding out my Hand—Y ea, 


dr pleaſe you, Madam—A hand- 2 a 


ſome Leg, a and away tri pt Fames. 
7" . 


* 
+ 
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Fe was gut of Breath with Curi- | 
ofity— he - Superſoription, in un- 
Known maſculine Characters. NMI 
Impatience to peruſe. the Contents 
| would not permit me to reach an 
Alcove, before I broke the Seal— 
and ſtanding motionleſs as à Statue, 
lin a green Walk) I read the ſoft, 
the flattering Confeſſion of Horatia's 
Tendre for me. Let your own Eyes 
be Evidences of my Fe elicity. "4 


ED fi sil to the 
Hen. 24 STRETTON. 1 44's 


Madam, 
(AN you be unprepared for an 
Addreſs of this Nature, ſo fre. 
1 as you have been an 'Eye: 
_ witneſs of my inconſiſtent wat 


24 


viour? eee 3 
5 Abts * 


q 


5 mrs Sa Love STxovD; 

"Dit ence, © I an uneonquerable 
5 DiSidence, thou; zh it ſealed my Lips, 
by twenty -Abfurdit ties, ſpoke the 
tender Sentiments with which you 
haye Ln we. 5 Ys 


4 4%. £4 + 


| not mention them Fr Recommenda- 
tions; Sir Ralph, 1 flatter myſelf; 


would have. no Exceptions to. But, 
5 Madam, if Lam. incapable of 'obtain- 
ing your favourable Conſideration, : 


— 


for ever unhappy. . 

Love and F riendlip are „ Optra: 
tions of the. Saul, tao delicate to 
- vc the Voice of Solicitation, or 
Conſtrain tz. they muſt flow, ſpon- 


j* tancoully ; an interpoſing Hand cavks 
"08 to ſhrink, 


F 


3 ; * : 
- T OY * 4 
4% ; og . - 
EY” + 8 You 
8 og 
N - 


without his Interpoſition, 1 malt, he | 


* 
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Fi Ton appear ingenuous—ſuperior 


* 
Ll 


I the Httle Forms, that Prudes 
_'obſerve—Eſteem | is a generous, a. 
noble Sentiment worthy the moſt 
refined,” the pureſt Heart. W—ah) 
Madam, if you do not feel à Re- 
pugnance to admitting me. to an im- 
proving Share of your valuable Ap- 
Probation, as Time and Acquaintance 

may authorize; let me but hear the 


Pleaſing, the encouraging Aſſurance, 


from your amiable Mouth, and 


I will immediately give Sir Ralpb 


all the Satisfaction he can deſire, 
he am, Madam, 


Wich proper! Reſpect, 
8 Tour a9 obedient Servant, 


H, Fos zs. 


— 


— 
* 7 
9 22» % EF 


7 5 Hiſtory of Lady Louisa SHõn; 
I as ſo unguarded, as to exclaim 

| aloud—This is the very ng I wiſh- 

ed! when, turning my , Who 
| ſhould: I perceive, on the ater: Side 

of a little Hawthorn a but— 
} the gentle G mon; 

My Confuſion was nt... 
There happened to be a little Break, 
through which he bounded—and with 

a Voice, and Arguments moſt in- 
chantingly ſweet, did he ſooth me 


* 


into ſuch a ſelf-ſatisfied State — 1. 


think—l never. experienced any thing 
ſo pretty in-my whole Life. Fs". 
He conducted me back to the | 
Houſe—1 flew to communicate the 
Particulars of my new Situation to 
you He to Sir Ralp's 'Study—Lord 
bleſs us, 'my Dear, to propoſe himſelf. 


for—T proteſt * for 
. . your 


+ 


** * 


. 


| KEPTON, 137 
your Friend. 3 hold you there, 


Sir —no, no, it muſt not come to 


that, neither —we will be very friend- 
ly—tender—and all that—butno Lo” 


and Maſter in the caſe. e 
My Spirits have been ſo upon the 


3 tretch, they require ſome Relaxati- 
z therefore, good Louiſa, imagine 
a 3 2 of pretty Things, as faid 


* 


by me in the way « of Concluſion. | IT 25 
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. £23 R. 18 eee Thing you. can 
= ow 7 25 er write. proper! Ya but. 11555 you 


f 8 8 Rc 25.504 Phreft it. 
Not marry him bi Af. 


fectation — you do not deſerve to 
be ſo happy for your Inſincerity. . 
Baut you haye really an Inclinati- 
3 985 on to proceed upon Platonic Princi- 
ples— Try the Expperiment—gratify | 
your Inclination for Refinement—and 
my Cap againſt yours, you are Mo- 
ther to a—before a Twelve-month's 
* an End, * 


* « # 
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Byethe way, Caroline; is it not very 


crruel and unjuſt, chat Men and Wo- 
| men ſhall be criminal, and that an in- 


nocent Being, the involuntary Conſe- 1 


quence of their Guilt, ſhall be ftig- 
matized with ſo opprobious a Name, | 
as, the Ene T have omitted ?—But 1 
can neither correct nor repeal Laws,” 
therefore they muſt remain as * 
cient as 1 found them. 


Poor Letitie' s Story will not now, 
1 preſume, be long a Secret, from 
this Man of Might,—Huſbands and 
Wives, good ones I mean, cannat 
* conceal, even the moſt minute Par- 
ticular, from each other—When once 
this Knot is tyed, where muſt your 


Lat. lodge her F oibles 0 


Foratia, 


> 


gs Hilo of Lab Low grads; 
FHeratia, you will tell me, will be 
Hilent; as the Graye—thar, he loves me 
no Teſs than you doo. 
No, no, my Dear, it will not e 
© nia, though he will be your, ſecond _ 
Self, Vet. cannot ſo far familiarize 
TR = 1 as to chuſe to If myſelf 
to him! in any Reſpect. A 
. I hope you will not return to Len- 
i until every thing i is happily « over 
with our Charge—ſhe. muſt not. be 
 hurt—by being introduced under 
5 fuch humiliating Circumſtances. Let 


[cy not our own . Happineſs extinguiſh 


4, 


- humane Conſiderations i in our Breaſts. 


is The utmoſt Felicity ſne can now at- 
Sin is bare Contentment— We ought 

to beware leſt we pull down with 
one Hand, what we build with the 
; Of: 


4 : 
} + 


r CT Defire 


4 


F 


* 
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- Def ire her to write to me herlelf, . 
2 tor your giddy Vertigo is OT - 


BU .  ipon' you—and woe be to her if ſne 


_ relies t too implicitly upon your Ma- 


3 nagement. 3 ON as 


Belkve me, Caroline, 1 halt moſt . 


0 8 rejoice at your happy Eſta-. 
bliſment. May many very many . 
. © Years of mutual Satisfaction be your 
5 g | Portſon—nor our paſt Loves ever 
be forgotten by. . 
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vou by your courſe Ideas? wh the 
Mother of, Baſtards klo | 1 


22 


"Rae 9 4 . ? * ** : 8 ** * . TE =_——_ 
* * Ne 


A4 is: all nled—and 1 E an deen to 
- commence Mrs. Faſter. 


I Theſe, i my Dear, are hi firſt truly 
happy Days I ever knew—how- dif- 

+ ferent his Behaviour to a Wretch's— 
ahl 1 will not name him—1 Rave 

- . xelated the whole, Ageir to Horatia— 
. «be appeared rather ehagrined, but 
it is worn off —Bet tter now. thou iht I. 
- than bn . OSYTTHE oh... 
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Lam aſtonihed, that L;could ever 
. entertained; with the. empty C. 
- combs about To mn—I. was: certainly 
| formed: for | more: rational Amuſe- 
ments. —Really, Louiſu, L have a very 
tolerable U Ne A it . . 
3 been but properly cultivated. - 9 
A wrong Education gives the-Mixtd . | 
Ts noel} in Time, creates a 
. wrong Judgment. and wrong Steps 
upon wrong: I are the Conſe- 
duence. 5 Its 
". will come up in an 
3 Month—ſhe 18 amazingly - altered!—T 
intend t to have my Mother's Jewels | 
0 new ſet—as for Etoaths, F ſhall "AC 
de mmoc te- myſelf in Town.—I this. 
- Man ſhould prove farly and moroſe - 
Lam unddne for ewel My Mind mifs © 


a 


MC me ſtran gely—lIf he ſhould de- 
| ceive ö 


- ry * : * 
— | . . 
o -» * -» . * * „ 


* 
N * 0 « * . = = M 
oe o * * 1 * * 
- 


«140: v rye Laby "WY Sees, 
| ecive me now, Louiſa —0 hötrible = 
* "and retaliate ſome of my old Practices 

# -: en me ?—How-fmall ſhould 1 fing— 
| a Willow—a Pond ?—Ah | aDrowning 
.. ould, then, ſurely be my Lot. 
Lady Stretton has been very oblig- 
| ing upon this Occaſion. It is ſolemn 
FM Parade though, much like the Prelude 
x. to an Execution: I wiſh it was over— 
I have my Doubts, and my Wave- 
tings I ſhould make a mighty ridicu- 
1 | Jous Figure, if 1 ſhould fi ook at. ' 
[all unlikely. 8 23 4 
20 Why did not you ſet me. ths. Ex- — 1 
e let me reap the Benefit of 
pour Experience? Tou have > deprived 
_ yourſelf of a Multitude of ſagacious 
Sentences—1 ſhall have the upper hand 
in eee W you I mean to 
ſhine, 


5 * 


0 


3 
” 


* 4 ” 9044 1 


* 
- 


' fhine—Perhaps I may fe MG again n have, 
o advantageous an Opportunity. 177 


The Poſt-man is at the Gate—A 7; 
Whole Pacquet of Letters hope 


you have had the Grace to write Not 
one for me?—Tll aſſure you, when 1 


am Lady Mayoreſs I will not viſit you.” 


— Sir Benjamin is reputed to De work 
A Million of Mover: e 


Te 


242 o debe ene, | J 


i 18 


s *%% 


The Hort. 26 OOTY "we; 


> Tu "Lovisa"STROUD.. . 


OV nl 1 tel you, my Laulſas 
"2 ah! Love was but the Be- 
Einni ing of my Sbrrows Poor Horatia 


has Yecelved the ndetifying Informa- | 
tion, that his Father has ſtop'd Pay- | 
ment; and it is ſuppoſed, he has ruin- 


ed himſelf by too extenſive Connexi- 
ons. . 


'- the Shock it has given me. He will 
bot conſent to ſhare my Fortune His 
Notions of Honour are ſtrained to an 
unnatural Degree. Thirty thouſand 
|» 22 would ſupport us like petty 
Princes in the Country Why will he 


not be perſuaded ? 
88 


What a. Scene ? I'ſhall never r recover 


* 


* 
' ®* * 
«4 * « 

% 


* 


by 


95 "andarhs Hin, Af Star rot MY $3 


He begs to ſpeak with the.” I hope 


* is convinced of his Folly I die 


with Impatience, to- wow his Deter. 


; mination; H {i 


* 


„„ „„ 


Now all- is at End with your wremb--* 


; ed Caroline !—her- Peace, her Happi- | 


neſs is for ever blaſted. Where are 
; now-the-'flattering Profpects that ſo 


| lately preſented theriſelves?—Obſcur- 


ed, totally obſeured. Horatia, » the 


charming Horatia has ſacrificed his, 
and my Felicity to a too nice Senſibi- 


. „ " F * Og ” 
o It 9 7 n 
- „ 1 4 . 92 * ! A. 
) * 


He has left me, never more, per- 


E Such 4 Parting !— 


O, my. Louiſa, are not theſe: rote 
Circuitiſtanices ? ? Have I not Reaſon 


to call ry Deſtiny Tevere? This, this 


is 
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ay of Lay Lovis wi” 
is Sir Ralp's fine Management !— 


*. 


He applauds the young Man's N otions 


an old Hunks—he looks upon Mo- 
, ney as the ſummum bonum of all Things, 

e may be a very pretty Poſſeſſion— 
but J miſerably experience, it cannot 
3 Contentment. 


My dear, handſome F ugitive— 


T r wilt thou wander? hat 


* -Dangers, what Difficulties encounter, 
3 in order to remove an Impediment, 
that exiſts only in thy too delicate 
- . Imagination? —If I can ſurvive this 
. Calamity, I think I may bid Defiance | 
to every Evil. 


Should his F ather 8 Affairs be 


of capable of a tolerable Accommodati- 


on—if Reports have been aggrava- + 
ted—and ſome Part of the fatally 


diſperſed 


mY. 


diſperſed Fleet get ſafe to Harbour—- 
J ſhall fee my Horatia again in a 
g mort T ime; 5 but, if the contrary | 
| ſhould happen, what will become of 
your afflicted Friend? 


146 Hits 12 E Lovnsa Srzovs, 


The Hon. 1055 STRETTON, ts 
Lady LovisA STROUD. 


x OME ſmall Conſolation—A Letter 

from the dear Man—Read it— 

read it—1 am incapable of comment- 
| ing upon it. 


Mr. HoRAaTIA Minnis, to the Hon. 
| Miſs . STRETTON. 


"Hoke Madam, 

T is too neceſſary to my Repoſe, 

not to flatter myſelf, that you are 
reconciled to the Step I have taken. 
I fly you for a Time, merely to render 
myſelf more worthy” of you—it is a 
ſevere Conflit—but I will not mur- 

The 


and the Hon. Miſs STx2TTON, 147. 

The Proof you condeſcended to 
give me of your invaluable, your 
diſintereſted Regard, ſhall ever be 
preſent to my Remembrance, and 
will infallibly incite an Emulation 
in my Breaſt—to be an humble Imi- 
tator of ſo noble an Example. 
y Father's Affairs are in a very 
1 State, which renders my 
taking a Voyage to India indiſpen- 
ſible. I need not mention my A fflic- 
tion, at being obliged to quit a 
Kingdom, that contains the Object of 
my tendereſt Affection. 

But it is to alleviate a Parent's | 
Misfortunes—that Reflection is ſuffi- 
cient to ſilence every riſing Difatisfac- 
tion. Oh, Madam, how unworthy 
ſhould I be of that Place I hold in 
So TY your 


148 Hiſtory of Lady Lovisa STROUD, 
your Approbation, if I could be fo 
unnatural as to be unnatentive to 
the Concerns of the Author of my 

Exiſtence? | 

If the Tye of Nature has no Force, 
on what can we depend ?—Has he 
not preſerved me, during my tender 
Infancy ?—Has he not watched my 
growing Years with fond Delight?— 
And ſhall J not, in Return, avert (if 
Heaven fee fit) the impending Mil- 

| fortunes of his old Age? 

Your: Letters, Madam, will be my 

only Conſolation - you are too ge- 

nerous and humane to deny 1 
them. 3 

You will be my Companion to 
India, the Companion of my Soul. 
To you all my Wiſhes, my Thoughts 


will 


and the Hon: Mi an kren 149 


will be directed. — My Prayers for your -- 


Safety and Happineſs will be offered 
up, without ceaſing. Oh, may they be 
propitious, and preſerve me from being 
wounded in that mortal Part of me! 

I ſhall continue only one Week 
tonger in London—do not omit writ- 
ing—and, ah! repeat to me the 
pleaſing Aſſurance, that you will be 
only mine. 

What is Life, deprived of thoſe 
ve love? Tis but a kind of lingering 
living Death—I am frail— Oh, I feel 
my Weakneſs—and know not how to 
write—a—long Farewel! 

- > Encourage me, my Caroline, to per- 
form my Duty—let - not the Man 
_ whoſe Preſumption has aſpired to the 
Poſſeſſion of your Heart, fall from 


what is right. | 
| H 3 ; Seas, 


* 


150 Hiſtory of Lady Lovisa STrovuD, 
Seas, Diſtance, nor the Hand of 
Time, can ever leſſen the ſoft Im- 

| preſſion of my Heart—until it ceaſes to 

beat, it will be yours. : 

4% „ % # „ „ „ „ # 

To India? My God! Could any thing 

have happened more unfortunate ?— 

Why did Sir Ralph bring me to this 

Place? — Why was I caſt in the Way 

of this amiable Man?—I was too, 

too happy but it is now paſt and 

I ſhall dearly pay for the F ”_ 

. have enjoyed. 


The Time is alſo approaching when 
1 ſhall be deprived of my Compani- 
on—the compaſſionate—the tender— 
the wretched Letitia.— Ahl Do my Sor- 
rows equal hers ?—No-no, I feel too 
ſenſibly—the Eaſe I have hitherto 

experienced 


5 
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experienced has quickened my Senſibili- 
ty ſhall be enured, bye and bye— 
but I muſt become callous, my Louiſa, 
before I can be ſatisfied with my pre- 
ſent State. | 

I now begin to taſte the bitter 
Cup of Diſappointment, without one 
r „ 

Letty has ſhed an Ocean of Tears 
over me, forgetful of her own Sor- 
rows. 
I cannot weep—my Grief is too 
poignant,—TI would not now return to 
London for the World— Solitude is my 
Choice—I will viſit eyery* Walk, 
wherein my Horatia and I have 
enjoyed each other's Converſati- 
ons. 


H 4 Letitia 
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Tviitia muſt leave me next Week 
her Condition cannot be longer con- 
cealed— the Parſon and his Wife are 
anxious for her Departure, It is to 
be given out, that ſhe is going up to 
Town, to be with a Relation, during 
the Extremity, ſhe, poor Soul, has 
herſelf to go through, A Nurſe is to 
be engaged for the Child, and to meet 
her half way, as I will like wiſe Take 
care of her, my dear, for ſhe has A 
moſt valuable Heart. 


Thy 


The Hon. Miſs STRETTON, 7 
Lady Lovisa STROUD. - 


HAVE wrote to my Horatia—per- 
haps too tenderly—but is he not 
my Huſband ? The Huſband of my 
Affections? Was not the indiſſoluble 
Knot to have been tyed in a very ſhort 
Period? Bad as Men are, I do believe 
him an Exception to the general 
Rule—he knows not to deceive— 
He an Hypocrite ?—I will not har- 
bour ſuch an unworthy Thought. 
Should you think I have practiced 
too little Caution, do not mortify me, 
by telling me ſo—What J have written, 
I have written to Mr, Foſter. 


— 


Hs. „ 
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To Mr. HORATIA FosrTER. 


Dear Heats, ; 
OU cannot, ſurely, wiſh me to 
be ſo inſenſible, as not to be 

ſhocked at your Eaſt-India Expedi- 


tion? | 
Whilſt I applaud the Motive, I 


tremble for the Conſequence.— 
What Dangers muſt you not encoun- 
ter? — What Difficulties endure ?— 
I think of them with an Horror I can- 


not deſcribe. 
Oh chat it could have been diſpenſed 


with!—I do not mean to ſhake your 
- worthy Reſolutions—no, my Friend, 
my Lover, perſevere — your filial 
Piety will be a Shield of Defence to 


Ou. a E 
d Confide 
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Confide your beſt. Wiſhes upon 
my Faith and Truth—I never will 
forſake you—your Mind, Horatia, not 
your Fortune, was my Attachment— 
preſerve then that Mind from Con- 
tamination, and the Object of my 
Eſteem remains. 
Ah! what is this Wealth, that 
Men toil after? Is it not, at laſt, an 
illuſive Acquiſition ?—If it does not 
bring Integrity in one Hand, and 
Health in the other, Happineſs and 
It are incompatible. | 
Study Philoſophy, my Horatia— 
tearn to deſpiſe Riches—continue 
to love me—and return in Safety— 
then will Caroline Stretton not come ; 
plain of her Deſtiny. 


11 6 I hope 
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1 hope you will take every PreEtion 
to prevent Colds, thoſe fatal Beginnings 
of moſt Diſorders, —Have me ever 
before your mental Eyes, as an Incite- 
ment to Self-preſervation.—Conſi der 
it is for my Sake, my Peace-ſake, 
Horatia, that T make this Requeſt— 
then ſurely you will not fail 1 701 


ing with it? 


Write to me by every ebony, 
as 1 Will to you and be affured, I will 


live for you alone, no other Being of 
your Sex can I ever approve— Thave 
but one Heart, — that once beſtowed, 
tis gone for ever Was 1 to loſe you, 
my Affections are widowed—for have 
they not been wedded to you ? | 
The particular Circumftances you 


are under, induce me to indulge the 
; tender 


- 


e l. fun, Ah Srrxrros, 1 
render Impulſe of my Heart, without 
Reſtraint ; my Language is the Lan- 
guage of een un- 
Carre. PUR 

Flad you continued one Month. 
longer at at Stretton Park, 1254 Tndlina- 


#4 4 


united—it wad then Baud been 
ud Praiſe, : as well as Glory, to ſpeak 


altectionate Hictates of ny 
Sou. ee, 
* am ſoftened by your Departure 
my Mind i 18 weakened —I ought, per- 
haps, to bluſh at what 1 have writ- 


* 


ten £* but cannot what 1 ought” — 
Do not condemn me—I muſt confeſs 


that I am unable to bear this long 
this unexpected Separation; without 
WIS - many 
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many tender Pangs—May Heaven be 
propitious to my Horatia 


n 
Who could ever have believed that 


I ſhould be ſo taken in ?—O Louiſa! 
That I could but have you in a 
ſimilar Condition Then ſhould I ap- 
pear leſs ridiculous, 

But is not mine a Gngular, a ſevere 
Misfortune ?—Do, let me have your 
Sentiments upon it—methinks ut 
would greatly ſoften my Ills to be com- 
paſſionated What can be a finer Balm 
for a wounded Heart, than tender 
Friendſhip Ah! My Louiſa, Ten- : 
derneſs is one of your amiable Qua- 
\- lifications—you have now an UNeX- 

pected Object to practice it upon. 


Letitia 


z 
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Letitia will leave me To-morrow— 
My God! what will become of me ?— 
T ſhall peſter you with Letters—no 
Creature to converſe with—no Amuſe- 
ment—no Employment—to while 
away the tedious, melancholy Hours— 
unleſs I am allowed the Liberty of 
exerciſing my Pen. — Thar I could but 

. accompany Letitza !—Vain Wiſh! 
She will make eaſy Stages—her 
Condition forbids Fatigue—I ſhall be 
extremely anxious, until I hear of her 
ſafe Arrival.— Oh, that the Wretch, 
that has cauſed her Misfortunes, 
could but ſuffer for her !—But Ven- 
geance will purſue and overtake him, 
IJ hope.—With what real Satisfaction 
could I attend the Fellow to the 
Gallows! 
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Gallows !—He would defile the very 
Falter. 
1 think it is a Six Months wehe to 
Bodi What a terrible, tedious Time 
to be cooped up in a wooden Convey- 
ance — floating about on the mercileſs 
Waves I—Is it poſſible, do you think, 
that Change of Climate can ever 
change his Love? It is hard truſting; 
for, is he not a Man? | 
 Horatia, my Dear Horatia, pardon 
this involuntary Levity—I do believe 
thee as incapable of Inconſtancy as 
my own Heart—and that, I am con- 
fident, is faxed ſor ever. 


The | 


PP the Hon. M/s Sis ET TON. A 


The 4 "= 1% gr Ton, fo 
Tad auh 


revel, and this Epitite, alt 
3 reach you much about the ſame 
Time. Dear, Injured Girl! — How 
happy might ſhe have been, had ſhe 
never made one fatal Viſit? How 
tenderly affecting our Parting ? —I 
muſt know every. Poſt, how you go 
on — To your kind Care I once mote 
| commit her. | 

hy believe ſhe/ is weak 1 to 
wiſh her Child may live—ſhe never ab- 
ſolutely confeſſed it, but ever men- 
tions it with a Mother's F ondneſs— The 
Tye of Nature muſt be ſtrong indeed, 
when even Diſgrace, and a Deteſtation 
| of the Father cannot caqgel it. 7 


My 


—ͤ— A A IA AIDE — 1g ONTO — NI SO — — 


—— 


162 Hiſtory of Lach Lovisa STrOvp, 


My . Horatia is embarked—exiled 


for ever—and here am I a ſolitary Eve 


half diſtracted —half broken heart- 


edi ſend you Copies, only, of the 


dear Man's Letters; the Originals 


| are too precious to be parted with. 


Me. Hon arra Poway; to the How. 
Miſs STreTTON. 


My amiable Caroline, 


0 W has your late Condeſcenfion 


revived my drooping Spirits? 
Tour Tenderneſs is my Support 


your Affection the Reward of " 
Sufferings. g 


What Woman, beſides yourſelf, | 
could make ſuch refined, ſuch delicate 
Diſtinction ?—Yes, my Love, we are 


wedded in Mind — It's true, our 


Hands havſ6t been united—but is 
; not 
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not the Union of Heirts the eſſential 


" Tye? 


And will you never, my valuable 
Friend and Miſtreſs, will you never 
beſtow your Perſon upon another — 
—no, not even if I ſhould no more 
return? Flattering Promiſe! —Endear- 
ing Acknowledgment!—Willyou then, 
living or dead, be only mine? That 
was my moſt afflicting Pang, the Ap- 
prehenſion of your conferring that 

| Happineſs upon a Rival I was fo near 
attaining, 


If the Grave is capable of Reflection 
if the Dead are not unconſcious of 
the Actions of the Living—how will 
the Sting of Diſſolution be taken out, 
when I behold the deareſt Part of me 
devoted to her God and my honoured 


— | 
x Can 


J 
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Can a Heart, truly ſubdued, reſume 
its wonted Liberty Can the Object 
of its Virgin Love be obliterated 
from her Remembrance? Can ſhe 
deliver herſelf up to the Arms of an- 
other Does the Proſtitute more? 
Oh, my Caroline, now has my Voyage 
loſt all its Terrors Should the Deep 
yawn to receive me—TI devote myſelf 
its Prey —it cannot deprive me of my 
beloved. Tears, to the Eye of Eter- 
nity, are but a Span was my Mor- 
tality ſhook off, they would appear the 
ſame to me—a ſhort Space and then 
my Caroline and I ſhould be reunited, 
neyer to part again—O: how ſhould I 
hover over that Bed, that was about 
to ſurrender you to the Grave! 


SP 


Did 
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Did you not perceive much Con- 
ſtraint in the Stile of my laſt Letter? 
I feared becauſe I loved. Humbled, 
by my altered Circumſtanoes, I en- 
deavoured to ſuppreſs my tender In- 
cli nation could not addreſs you as 
my own. — The common Practice of 
the World is to withdraw the Eſteem 
it lends, if Proſperity retires — but 
you are noble, generous, and con- 
Lant. Þ 
- Your "Or has dd; iv 
read a thouſand Times by me 
and will be read a thouſand, * 
ſand Times more —Upan its 
eſtimable Contents 1 thall ſubſiſt oo 
my Return. 
Pray for me, my Dear hall 
have much Confidence in your Pray- 
ers 


ON 
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- ers—T have not a Wiſh, with reſpect 
to you, that I dare not addreſs 
to the Almighty. Tour preſent, and 
your future. Happineſs, are equally 
Objects of my tendereſt Regard— 
and as it is uncertain, that we 


5 ſhall ever meet again here, I am 


anxious for our meeting here- - 
May every good Angel guard 
you, and whiſper that Peace to 
your Heart which the World, with 

all its Vanities, cannot give. | 
SCF 
Do you not eſteem my religious, 
my valuable Lover? There was a 
Time, when I ſhould have deſpiſed 
ſuch ſerious, rational Sentiments - but 
* a and I have now ſhook Hands. 
| of Ser- 


and the How. Aſs STRETTON, 267 
A Sermon, at many Seaſons of my 
Life, would not have had half fo hap- 
py. an Effet upon my Mind.—Rejoice 
with me that I am become a new Crea- 


ture, and let me hear from you by the 
Return of the Poſt. 


5 0. ae; 
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OUR! F riend, . Caroline, your 
amiable Letitia, is ſafely lodged 


in my Houſe. She bore her Journey 
ſurpriſingly well, and has almoſt re- 
covered, by a Night's Repoſe, the 
little Fatigue ſhe did endure. 
* Notwithſtanding the frequent Ac- 
counts I have had of this lovely 
ſufferer, I was by no Means prepared 
for what I found, her. The Beauty, 
the Innocency of her Aſpect— the 
pleaſing Simplicity of her Manners— 
and her deep Mortification and Sor- 


row, attaches me irreſiſtibly. I can- 
n | not 


t 


— a Merit of ching aer 
cannot boaſt | of my Generoſity or 


Compaſſion hat do for her ſeems 


to now from Self- love —it is a Pleaſure, 
4 Sati f: ction to me, to an 1 


| ſerviceable to her, 3 


Oh, that vile Man, that 17 ocea- 
fioned the Deſtruction of ſo engaging 


a Creature But God knows how 


to puniſh him I dare not invoke hs 
ſupreme Vengeance. . 
She ſeems as much at Eaſe as "WY 


Condition will admit. Her livelyß 
Gratitude for the few Benefits we 
| have conferred upon her is extraordi- 1 


nary—her Patience and Reſignation 


1 exemplary. When ſhe is ſuffering to 
a ſuch a Degree, as to occaſion many: 


Changes in her Countenance—no 
A 1 


E 


be in Charity with one who has, un- 


* 
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4 : Murmur, Complaint, « or Diſſatisfaction 
| eſcapes her Lips.—And ſhall not 1 


doubtedly, by her Repentance, obtain- 
cd an Advocate for her Peace with 
Heaven? OF 90D; VT 


| It is the abandoned, Who glories, 
who perſiſts i in Acts of Shame, that i is 
to be deſpiſed. een 


OR Every thing is prepared 2 the 
. important Event—God grant her 
Life may not become the F orfeir of 
her Tranſgreſſion | | 

The Author of her Miſery con- 


8 tinues well—at Eaſe——he is not yet 1 
come into any Misfortune but ml 3 bi 
Day of . ped Dear, muſt H 

| be at Hand. ou ha 
| regret) We 


| * « . | 4 Ah ] 
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Ah! my Caroline, what quick Ad. 
vances have you made towards be- 
coming the very Being I have ſo often 
wiſhed you? — Tou have, indeed, 
bounded beyond my utmoſt Deſire ' 
it would grieve me, if your Vivacity 
was to be utterly. loſt—I only would 
have it Zempered with, not alherbed Ds 1 
Seriouſneſs. | 

I am in Love with your. Men 
your Tryals are certainly great 
but I have Hope your Happineſs will 
be the more permanent, 

Were it not for theſe Allays, the 
Mind would degenerate into Inſenſi- 
bility—Eaſe is to the Soul, what 
Health is to the Body thoſe that 
have never experienced Diſcompoſure, 


like thoſe who are unacquainted 
F's ©. 


WT: 2 9 ev Lg Lanta Stzove, 
Ae with Pain, cannot ſet à juſt Value 
1 UT! their e from Sickneſs 
5 Pious Youth! May thy worthy 
15 an be crowned with Suc- 
ces and the Reward of - thy filial 
Labour be my Caroline: Heart! 
Such a Man, my Dear, only could 
have drawn your Merits out — ſuch a 
Man only could have ſet a * 
Eſtimate upon them. 


As to your Fpiſtle—T think it t the 
natural Reſult of Sincerity—I am no 
Friend to Diflimulation—but we are 
taught! it by the Male Monſters. I in- 
tirely acquieſce with you, that, where 
Minds are united, the Engagement is, 
in a Manner, confirmed but theſe 
Men, that turn with every Blaſt— 
. ä 3 


” J 


> 


* 
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one does not know when one has 
them — nor where to find them — 
conftitute the Hazard. Amazing Crea- 
tures !—When we fly, they eagerly 

purſue but once overtaken — before 

we ha ve attained that tremendous 
Goal, Matrimony, their delicate Fan- 
cies are diſguſted, and we left in 
the Lurch—Burt if yours is a wavering 
Animal, where ſhall we ſeek Perma- 
nence?—If he has, an honeſt Appetite, 
he will not only. digeſt, 'but feed upon 
your Kindneſs—It is not the niceſt, 
but the moſt. vitiated Taſtes, that 
are incapable of reliſning Since- 
rity. | 
But keep up your Spirits, my Dear 
Girl—you are now barely twenty | 
A2 Couple of Years hence—you will be 


young” enough for a Wife—I will re- 
OY Tae main 
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main ſingle, merely to be your Bride- 
Letitia deſires her grateful Love— 
I kiſs your Hands, and beg you will 
aſſure yourſelf you ſtill retain the 
beſt Affectjons of your Louiſa, 


* 


- Ih 
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Sanne, D no longer contains 

my ue is now launched, 
my Dear, upon the boundleſs Ocean — 
I was premature in my former Con-, 
jectures. 
How does my Heart now tremble 
at every Breeze ?—A Storm muſt be 
dreadful! I could: terrify myſelf with 
twenty imaginary. Bug-bears—but why 
do I not reſt my Hopes and Fears upon 
the Lap of Providence? Does not the 
ſame Almighty Power preſide over the 
Sea, as Land? Whatever is beſt for 
us will, I am convinced, be our Fate 


: My lofty, high-reaching Vanity re- 
I 4 quires: 


| 5 
* 
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quired much Humiliation—Adverſity 
is an excellent School · maſter ita 
Corrections are keene and ſalu- 
Error, my Dear, is the wide - beaten 
Path, that lies perpetually before 
us—the narrow track of Propriety is 
either ſo lightly, or ſo ſeldom trod, 0 
as to be hardly diſtinguiſhable—it 
does, indeed, require a clear Sight to 
diſcover it, and ſteady Reſolution to 
purſue it Who would have ſuſpected 
it lay acroſs the Seas? My Horatia 
_ treads it—He has, I am perſuaded, 
found it much incumbered, with 
Thorns and Briars but his Perſe- 
verance will, I hope, ſurmount! en | 


| ON | 
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Sir Ralph and his Lady are very 
obliging, and, to confeſs the ſober 
Truth, very ſenſible, eligible Compa- 


_ nions—Reaſon, my Louiſa, in Youth, 


is Reaſon in old Age—except indeed, 
that in the former it is weak and eaſily 
overborne in the latter too fre- 
quently ſupported by Obſtinacy and 
the Pride of Self. opinion. I am now 
eonvinced, that they are not ſo in- 
compatible as I once imagined them 
for let Age but abate ſomewhat of its 
Rigour—Youth of its Folly—and 1 
find they may be tolerably recon- 

The Parſon of the Pariſh is a truly 
worthy Man, his Wife an humble 
Imitator of his Piety | and * 


tion. 1 
* 5 The 
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Power, which would retard that *. 


: — 


Do you e alt dy 


© Horatia's Letters Perhaps I weary 
you— The incloſed was written ſome 


. few Moments before he embarked. 


Mr. Hor aria Fos TER, to the. 


| Hon, Miſs STRETTON. 


T HAVE, at this Moment, my Care 
But, my elected Bride, the Proſpect ; 
of that Ship (all Hands employed in 


weighing. her Anchors) that is to con- 


vey me from my native Soil—and all 
that I hold moſt dear. | 
It is an heart-piercing Sight—but 
the Voyage is Inevitable — and 
will not wound your ter er Na: 


* 
A 
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As 1 have now the extreme Mor- 
tification of departing—I truſt 1 ſhalt 
have the unſpeakable. Satisfaction of 
returning.—On that Hope I live. 

May Sickneſs, Sorrow and Misfor- 
tune never reach your peaceful Dwel- 
ling—may your kind Sentiments of 
me remain unchanged—and England, 
or the Grave, will afford balmy 
Peace to—your moſt affectionate, and 

unalterable, Horatia. | 
„ 00000000 
| There, perhaps, is the laſt of this 
| Good young Man!—Oh, how will 
I treaſure up his Epiſtles !—Never, 
never can I forget him—never, never 
can I /ofe again T 


fob 


From 
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From you, my Toniſa, and you, 
my Letitia, muſt all my . _ 
Lures be derived. N E- 
Ahl who would have e 
18 the volatile, the gay Caroline 
Stretton would ever have fallen in 
Love with Green- fields, bubbling 
Streams, and friendly Ecchos ?—Yet 
is all this come. to paſs they have 
ſupplanted my Self. affection, and my 
blameable Affection for the noiſy 
World but my Affection for my 


Louiſa (the only proper Sentiment of 


my Heart, before it became devoted 
to Horatia) | is as lively and ftrong as 
ever, 1 ; 
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The Hon. Mis STRETTON, ts 
Lady LovisA STROUD. 


IR ar and Lads Stretton, how 
I do deſpiſe myſelf, for having 
been ſo long blind to your amiable 
Characters? What polite, what kind 
Attention do they pay to my Amuſe- 
ment? Since 1 have declined en- 
gaging in ſeveral Parties, they had 
formed purpoſely for the Diſſipation 
of my tender Sorrow, they have given 
a ſend ond Family an Invitation 
to ſpend ſome, Time with us. 
_ . You cannot conceive, my Dear, how 
5 their Goodneſs wounds me—What hor- 


rid Ingratitude have I not practiſed 


towards them ?—How have I hither- 
Pr "as 
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to negleted, nay condemned, their 


humane Afiduity? How | did my re- 
bellious, my odious Heart riſe againſt 
them, only for ſaving me, firſt from 
Deſtruction, then ſheltering me in this 
- © venerable Manſion, from the Ridicule 

and Deriſion of my idle, unthink- 

ing Acquaintance, and the UE-natured 
Town? 


Horatia, my valuable Horatia, has 
| awakened every latent, proper Sen- 
fibility my Heart was endued with. 
How has my poor Brain been 
| bufied in the Purſuit of Folly and 


8 Vanity ?—But the Charm is now 


broken —and my captive Mind ſet 


& 
11 
* 
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In Solitude will I recolleR, i in order 
to amend the Errors of my J udge- 
ment. 
1 been uniced to Mr. Fahr, 
without experiencing the cruel Pangs 
of Separation, J had been utterly un- 
worthy of him—and ſhould, I doubt 
not, by many indiſcreet Sallies, have 
diſgraced his Choice, and wounded 
His Repoſe. 66208 
1 can now, moſt feelingly, | at- 
knowledge, that once hard and 
ynintelligible . Leſſon, which you 
have ſo kindly, though ineffectually, 
endeavoured to inculcate that apga- 
rent Misfortunes are Bleſſings. i in Diſ- 
guiſe—the Certainty of which is ſo 
r impreſſed upon the virtuous 


Mind, as to preſerve it unſhaken 
Ko through 
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through every 5 and Change | 
ie. 


Do not ſentence me to a TIDY Cloſet | 
and Straw- bed, for throwing a few 
Suggeſtions upon this Subject into 
J ingle—Poetry, you Know, is the Off 
ſpring of Love, and che Darling of 


Solitude. 
| 2 
7, When ruſbing wi nds throw bet, 
| break, 


; "MN ze Cedar from its Root i 15 torn; ; 
But when its Rage oer Mountains bleak, 
By ancient Zolus's Hands are borne, 
- Nought can they Foorep from of their 
| Ready Brow,  _ 
'B ut the S Moſes UT Nature tid to 


— 


— j | 4 | „ | : Th c 
| : | 4 
: S: : 
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The Storms of Life thus burſting oer 
" The Mount of Virtue in our Mind, 
Take from our Sum of Good, no more i 
I 7 ban from the Mountain Jn the 
e 
The ripewd Wiſh of Vanity may fade, 
Nature's wild We 8 by Pal s 
Aid. 
But ſhould the vaſt ſurrounding Sky, 
Diſſolve in Vapours from our Sight, 
This Orb of Earth in Crumbles lie, 
The Sun withdraw its chearing Light, 
Ti he virtuous Mind would A 4 
remain; 
2 Strength, that Power that ad the 
Warld ſuſtain, 


Could 
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Could I but enjoy your agrecable 
Company, and improving Converſa- 
tion, how would it ſoften all my 
Woes ? h 


But why with [mpoſibilicies f Bein 
the Gratification of that Deſire would 
be productive of the utmoſt Unhap- 
pineſs to poor Letitia and I doubt 
not, but the whole Chain of Events 
are under the ſame excellent Regula- 
tion. 


What i is the Diſappointment of the 
Humour or Inclination. of one parti- 
cular Individual, in Compariſon of 
the eſſential Advantage, or neceſſary. 
Protection, of a worthy ſuffering Fel- 
low Creature? I muſt preſent you, 
with a ſecond poetical Flight. + 


* 


To gratify each Wiſh are bent, 


Our Paſſo 1s, ſtrong, to Error prone, 


That happy is that Man alone, 


A, Fancy works, that can refine, 


and the Hon. Miſe raxrron. "me 


is Search of that rh Gem Content, 
pro Mazes, intricate, we run, 


To oft wwe wiſh ourſelves undone. 


Do ſo miſlead each fond Deſire, 


* Whoſe Thoughts are prov di in Ries 5 
Nin. 


The Right from Wrong, without 
Allay, * 
To Virtue's Cauſe the Heart incline, 
And purge the Droſs of Vice away. 


N 4 * N 
_ . A ² vw _ _ ror — > — 


Theſe are the Weapons, my Louiſa, 
with which I endeavour to kill my 


heart-felt Care—as they are perfectly 
, | innocent, 
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Innocent, I willingly indulge myſelf, 
and think I may fo far preſume upon 
our Friendſhip, as to treſpaſs upon 
your Patience, eſpecially when I can 
aſſure you, it contributes, in ſome 
ſmall Degree, to mitigate the Sorrows 
of your much loved Caroline. | 

My beſt Wiſhes attend Letitia— 
I am impatient for Accounts of her 
Health. 


Lach 
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Lady Lovis STROUD, to 430 
Hon. M; * STRETTON. 


T NK my od Caroline and her 


Louiſa have, of late, changed Cha- 
racters but how ſhall I confeſs, that 
theſe ſtrange Effects are produced by 
one and the ſame Cauſe?—Yes, my 


> Friend, the ſoft Intruder has paid my 


hitherto inacceſſible Heart a Viſit, 


a within the ſhort Period of the laſt two 
Months—The Impediment tomy com. 


municating is now removed. 

I muſt acknowledge the little Urchin 
ho met with ſo welcome a Reception, 
that I know not when he will depart. 

You never ſaw the young Lord 
Roxburgh—he is returned from his 
| | Travels 
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Travels perfectly accompliſhed, A 
Letter from my Brother, now at Ve- 
nice, (with whom this Nobleman has 
contracted a ſtrict Amity) was his 
Introduction to my ce and 
Approbation. e 
They certainly are an eneroaching 
Sex, my Friend but there was no re- 
ſiſting the gentle Impreſſion—1 abe. 
fore ſubmit, without nn is 
wy preſent Deſtiny. 


He has declared himſelf—his Pro- 

poſals were unexceptionable—but 2-4 
have told him, I will never change 

amy. Condition until: the Friend of 
my Heart has the happy Oppor- | 
tunity of renouncing wr Virgin 
State. wa 


Some 
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Some little Diſſatisfaction (common 
upon theſe Occaſions). was 
by my Lover. I know' them, 
Dear—they pretend their Impatience 
proceeds from their violent Love; but 
I would believe them the readier, if 
they would honeſtly acknowledge 
it was an a e to ge” the 


Tyrant. 
Controul but ill ſuits their. 4 


neering Natures. Oppoſition to their 
Wills is another Thing they cannot 
reconcile themſelves to. But I intend 
to play my Swain a few Franks for 
your Amuſement. 


He fhall fertch—carry—leap 2 
stick and twenty pretty F: ancies, 
before I honour him with my Hand. 
: J oaking a-part—T will command in 
Vor. IJ. K the 
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the Reſpect abovementioned it is a 
Tribute to my Friendſhip that. ſhall 
not be diſpenſed with. .  - 
But let not Se engroſs my ada 
Attention. Letitia s Concerns are ours, 
My Lord admires her modeſt Aſpect, 
and 'fays, the Humility:of her Beha- 
viour is truly amiable, by being as 
far removed from Servility, as it is 
from Affectation. 

She continues much as me Was 
the great Event is hourly expected 
I believe the poor Creature's Patience 
is ſufficiently exerciſed for ſhe flat- 
tered herſelf ſhe ſhould have been re- 
duced to a more decent Size, long 
before this Period. But, ſhe laue 
ber Puniſhment is lengthened, i 


order to make the deeper 0 
; » ; | upon 


1 


ES 
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upon her Heart—it is dhe due Re⸗ 
ward - of her Infamy.—and, but for 
the, poor Innocent's Sake, ſhe would 
rice. in in her Sufferings. 


I am glatl to hear you will have 


Company atithe Park, as 1 hope their 


| Preſence will contribute to divert 


your Thoughts from taking too ſeri- 
Sus a Turn, Do not, my Dear, in 


your Renunciation of Folly, dege- 
yerate into Enthuſiaſm that .is a 
Child of Melancholy, as Poetry is of 
Love. Let not your charming Spirits 
be depreſſed ou may correct the 
Improprieties of your Conduct, b 
pruning your. Diſpoſition of its exube - 
rant Liv elineſsChearfulneſs 248 /: in- 


ſeparable to Health and conſcious 


Virtue. 


| K 2 * Horatia 


? 


2. 
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Horalia loved you "whilſt you was 
in the Meridian of your Vivacity 
hay, poſſibly, that might be a prin- 
cipal Attraction Judge, then, how 
pou will mortify, inſtead of delight 
him, if you ſuffer it to be obſcured, 
by the unpleaſing Cloud of deep Re- 
flection ?—Mediocrity is, indeed, a 
very difficult Attainment but thoſe 
that do not fight, do not merit the 
Palm. Victory is to the Ones not 1 

weeping Commander. to bij. 

Oh, this Love, this eee is an 
Pn Paſſion—but ſo inci- 
dent to human Nature, that few, if 
any, of the Lords or Ladies of the 
Creation eſcape it No Period of Life 
is ſecure. from. it's -Influence—three- 


Lore is full as | ſuſceptible as. . fif- 
Oe OR. | teen.— 


** 
2 k & 4 4 
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teen, —Happy, therefore, is it for 
us, my Caroline, that ours is an 
early Folly—I mean within the Verge 


of IO Decency' 's Sake, Adieu. 


— 
_ 


; % 
8 e * . j — 


7 „ 
— —— — — — 
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Tag- TRIED erden Fo the 
Hun. Mz if STRETTON. 7 


E were greatly furpriſed, laft 
Night, by the unexpedted 
Arrival of my Brother. 

It ſeems, the young Nobleman he 
accompanied into 7taly, on parting 
with Lord Roxburgh, was ſuddenly 
recalled by the” Dn of his 'F a- 
ther. 

He is highty' Pleaſed with the 
Terms my Gallant and J are upon 
but, my dear Caroline,] vill confeſs 
to you, in the ſtricteſt Confidence, 
that his Return has overwhelmed me 
with Concern and Perplexity. His 
Motals are totally debauched—his 

Conver. 
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Converſation is one Succeſſion of Blaſ- 
phemy and Ribaldry—Letitia, ſcems 
frightened at him he appears much 
charmed with Letitia what the Event 
may be, is impoſſible for me to 
divine I dare believe I may. con- 
fide: in her Honour but I have Rea- 
ſan to apprehend the utmoſt „ 
ty from him. 


I prevent his ſeeing her as much 


as I can, but his Evenings, that are 


| not ſpent with us, are intirely devoted 


to his Bottle—and when he is drunk, 
he is quite a Mad-man. 
So ſoon as her Condition will pers 


mit, I will return her into your 


Protection there ſhe will be exempt 
from Libertine Perſecutions. 


K 4 | | Sunday 
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Sunday Morning, Four Clock. 
Letitia, my Dear, is juſt delivered 
from the Grave—by the Birth of a 
| Daughter—ſhe has ſuffered the ut-. 
moſt that - human Nature could 
ſuſtain—her Doctor deſpaired of her 
Life — but he has ſince communicated 
ſome pleaſing Hopes of her Recovery. 
Never can I forget her Miſery !— 
not one Support but me, had her 
poor drooping Spirits—and when, in 
order to give her Comfort, ſhe was 
wiſhed Joy of her little Girl—ſhe 
fainted—every one imagined never 
to recover more. ie 5 

Theſe are the Triumphs of Se⸗ 
duction Triumphs worthy only of 
the Infernal below! Could but the 


unthinking ones of our Sex have 
been 


vs. FE 85 ; ap "3 I 


and the Hon, Miſs SrRETTon: 20 


been Eye - witneſſes of this Scene, it 
5 muſt have proved an infallible 
Antidote againſt every SFO of 
Vice. 

Oh, my — How impoſſible i is 
it for us to be ſenſible of that Felici- 
ty Virtue ſecures to us, unleſs we can 
have a View of the other Extream ?— 


But 1 can no more—1 am ſummoned 


| en Lana. . 


_ Ty 


Zi Pol Shi, , tot he in 


; AJ. os STRETTON.. 


e 

4 
fe ni err ven vt. © 

LA. 14 


TOUR Wide, my Dear — 14 
accompliſhed — . 5 n 
w breathad tg die. V 9961 

Wben T entered * been 
g 1 was extremely ſhocked: ro find 
the little Innocent in the Agonies 
of Death the Conflict between 
Nature and Diffolution was ſtrong— 
at length ther fogmer, 8 85 to the 
awful Conquem 

The F ortitude 0 1 Refianation of 
its unhappy Mother, were truly 
amiable, I rejoice, ſaid ſhe, in this 


of Horror—Its Sufferings are, 
p 5 1 "| indeed, | 


5 * 
X 4 „ 


, * 


27 1 #* 


= "gtead, e e "ill oj 


. never" were 10 be te 


＋ 1 10 0 4 r! Cf 


— 


this temporar x Exiſtent to tlie 
Manſions of Reſt.— The firſt and laſt 
Office, how early ſucceeding each 
other? ; 

.*. Qurcbhiend is in a fair way of Re- 
covery, and looks fweetly—my Bro- 
ther is impatient for her making her 
Appearance— fear it will be im- 


| poſſible to diſappeint him, as ſhe 
is too weak to Undertake her Jour- 


ney for a Month at leaſt. 


It is ſurely a long Time ſince 1 


have heard from you: 1 hope you 
have ſome agreeable Companion to 
Went your Time hanging heavy 


Ke upon 


9 e dare badge the Rehrinte of 4 
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upon your Hands. Tell me every 
minute Circumſtance of your Situa- 
1580 ; _— no one thing that affects 
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| Lady Lovisa STROUD. | 


- SLIGHT Indiſpoſition, my Lou#- 
ſa, was the Cauſe of my Silence: 
My Inclination for Scribbling was un- 
abated, but my Diſorder lying in my 
Eyes, obliged me todeſiſt for afew Days. 
Pour two laſt Letters had various 
Effects upon me; Pleaſure, Concern, 
Anxiety, Satisfaction the latter, 
however, prevails, as Letitia is out 
of Danger, and the poor helpleſs 
Evidence of her Shame Do diſ- 
poſed ß. | 
I beg you will 1 not ſuffer Self to be 
predominant in your Heart, nor find 
Pretences to- detain my Friend 
from 


© 
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from the narrow Reaſon, that 
you feel a Reluctance to parting 
with her. 

You have your Lover's. Viſits to 
compenſate every little inevitable 
Vexation—a Happineſs, I fear, I 
ſhall never more enjoy. Give me 
back, therefore, the only Perſon (ex- 
cept yourſelf) who has the Power to ſof- 
ten my Cares, and leſſen. my Anxiety. 
We are diſappointed of the Com- 
pany we expected, by their | taking 
themſelves: ſuddenly] to Town; but 
| Roger and Nell are once mort ſtrolled 
ta the Abbey. I fuffer the unmean- 
ing Converſation of the former out of 
Conſideration for the latter, ho really 
l no other Fault, than being ſome 
_ too. young for me. 


Nager 
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Roger has acknowledged, as well 
28 he knows how; that I am the 
Attraction at this venerable Seat. 
He perſiſts in paying his aukward 
Devoirs- to me, notwithſtanding Sir 
Ralph has, at my Requeſt, informed 
Kim lam engaged. 

The Bumpkin. my Inn is 
bor bly. mortifled at being reject- 
ed; and very politely tells me, I 
may go farther 2 field, and 3-08 
worſe, _ 

He has ns: Conception of- Hondus 
o Hotieſty.z the Law is- his Re- 
gulator; nor would he ſtart at 
the Commiſſinn of any Crime, was 

he not wichheld * chat rigid! Mos 

| nitas.. 


Agreeable 
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Agreeable to his Tenets, 1 am not 


os at Liberty to deſert my Horatia, 


but am a proper Object of his Perſecu- 


tion. Out of Sight out of Mind, is a 
favourite Proverb of his—and he 


never fails to add I may depend 


upon it, it is the Caſe with my 


Lover. I leave you to judge 
the Felicity I muſt enjoy, in 


Converſe with ſuch a \Poor—Bur 


enough of him for the preſent. Vat! 
I have 2 little Commiſſion” for 


you, my Louiſa, which I 'muſt 


inſiſt upon your punctually dif- 
charging. Tell my Lord Roxburgh, 


that I aſſume fo much | Right in you, 
as to flatter myſelf my Approbation 


of him will be no Diſadvantage to 


I 4 10 8 
GIS f » a, ; 
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his Suit; ; that I have heard ſuch a 
Character of him, as to conſider 


him as an Honour not only to 
Nobility, but the Engl Nation 


in general; that I ſhall rejoice 
at his ſpeedy Union with the 
Friend of my Heart, and beg it 


may not be delayed in Compliance 


with any idle Fancies of your Sug- 
geſting. Inſtead of alleviating, be 
aſſured, my Dear, you would in- 
finitely aggravate, my Mortificati- 
ons by ſuch a Conduct as you 
intimated. What!” ſhall I prove an 
Impediment to that Felicity, which 
would communicate itſelf to me 
in ſo ample a Manner? I thank 


Heaven I am capable of friendly 


Sympathy, 
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